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BACKGROUND

Platte island lies approximately 140 kilometres south of Mahé, the main island of the
Seychelles. Platte is a low (3m above sea level), wooded sand cay, ranging from about
1,300 metres from its northern to southern tip, with a width from 250 metres in the
south to 550 metres in the north and a land area of 0.578 square kilometres.

Platte island was discovered and named in 1769 for its low topography by Lieutenant
de Lampériaire of La Curieuse. In 1828 Platte was proposed as a suitable location for
an isolation camp for leprosy sufferers, but in 1838 the island was taken over by the
British administration for use as a quarantine station for visiting ships instead. It did
not prove entirely satisfactory, and this endeavour was later abandoned. From the
1840s, right until the 20™ century, guano was exploited.

From the 20™ century, Platte Island has been used mainly for tourism. IDC runs a
guesthouse that caters for a small number of visitors at a time. Subsequently, a portion
of the island was sublet for a 65-room hotel development, but the project did not
materialize. Most recently, the Hilton group has signed a management agreement for
a new resort under the luxury brand Waldorf Astoria Hotels & Resorts. The resort is
currently under construction, expected to be completed towards the end of 2023. Once
finished the establishment will offer 42 seafront villas all equipped with private pools.
Guests will have access to six restaurants and bars, a spa, kids' club, outdoor
observatory, tennis courts and a marine conservation discovery centre — all within the
sanctuary of Platte Island.



DETAILS AND PURPOSE OF SCOUTING TRIP

A scouting trip of Platte Island was undertaken from 14-19 October 2022 onboard Quo
Vidas, a 75ft luxury power catamaran (Figure 1). The team comprised of:
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Keith Rose-Innes — Blue Safari Seychelles

Devan van der Merwe —Alphonse Fishing Co. GM

Juho Karhu — Blue Safari Dive Manager

Brian Chakanyuka — Blue Safari Videographer and Photographer
Christian Lionnet — IDC Deputy CEO

Ameer Ebrahim — ICS Consultant

Elias Pertoft — Il Platte Hilton GM

Figure 1 Quo Vidas, a 75ft luxury power catamaran

The aim of the trip was to investigate the potential activities, synergies and
partnerships that could be developed between the Resort, Blue Safari, IDC, and ICS.

ACTIVITIES

During the expedition, several activities were planned and carried out:

a.
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Mapping and plotting of Platte Island, including the lagoon and outer rim of the
reef barrier

Diving and snorkelling explorations

Flyfishing trips

Island exploration- Flora and Fauna observations

FAD removals



a. Mapping and plotting of Platte Island, including the lagoon and outer rim
of the reef crest

Satellite imagery from Google Earth was used to determine potential dive/ snorkelling
sites during the expedition (Figure 2a & b).




Anchorage #1

Runway Bommies

Figure 2a & b Satellite imagery of Platte Island taken from Google Earth,
highlighting the dive/snorkel sites surveyed




Barrier reefs, over which the sea breaks heavily, extend 5 kilometres north, 0.8
kilometres east, and 2.4 kilometres south of the island, making it a pseudo-atoll.

A submerged coral reef rim extends 12 kilometres west and 18 kilometres south of the
island, obviously the remnants of a sunken atoll, creating a complex of almost 25
kilometres in length north—south and 14 kilometres in width east—west and covering
an area of roughly 270 km?2.

b. Diving and snorkelling explorations
Outside the lagoon

The selection of sites, based on Google Earth satellite imagery appeared quite
promising for coral establishment (Figure 2a&b). Although, it was discovered that
instead, each of the areas explored boasted vast patches of seagrass meadows
(particularly, Thalassodendron ciliatum (Figure 3a) and Thalassia hemprichii (Figure
3b)), rubble, and sand. Within this habitat, we primarily observed large populations of
the Spotcheek emperor (Lethrinus rubrioperculatus) (Figure 4) on most of the sites.

It must be noted that although one dive site is labelled on the map (Figure 2b), we had
surveyed every 500m along the Eastern rim, observing the same habitat highlighted
above.

Figure 3 Predominant seagrass species found around Platte Island



Figure 4 the spotcheek emperor (Lethrinus rubrioperculatus)

The same observation was had on La Perle reef (Figure 2a). La Perle Reef lies at the
southwestern end of the reef rim, about 10 kilometres southwest of Platte Island.
Depths of less than 4 metres have been documented, although this was not detected
during our exploratory visit.

Within the lagoon

Within the barrier reefs, the lagoon is quite smooth, made up predominantly of
seagrass (mainly Thalassodendron ciliatum and Thalassia hemprichii), sand and
scattered coral bommies (Figure 5). Most of the coral patches that we came across
(Snorkel Sites 1, 2, 3 & ‘runway bommies’) (Figure 2b) indicated once healthy reef
systems, that have now turned into rubble.

At sites 1,2, & 3, ‘three nipples’ and ‘runway bommies’ (Figure 2b), we came across
large coral bommies that were home to several species of grouper, emperors, and
snappers. Other interesting encounters at these two sites included, a sighting of a
large napoleon wrasse (Cheilinus undulatus), a blacksaddled grouper (Plectropomus
laevis), a shoal of large snubnose pompano (Trachinotus blochii), and an up and close
encounter with a male hawksbill turtle (Eretmochelys imbricata) (Figure 8).



Figure 5 Large coral bommie found at ‘three nipples’, surrounded by seagrass
meadows

c. Flyfishing trips

Several flyfishing expeditions were had on the flats of Platte during our visit. The Blue
Safari team recorded large schools of bonefish (Albula vulpes) and Snubnose
pompano (Trachinotus blochii) (Figure 6a), two of the most prized saltwater flyfishing
species. They also encountered several triggerfish species and large GTs (Carnax
ignobilis) (Figure 6b). It was concluded that Platte Island has great potential for
saltwater flyfishing establishment.
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d. Island exploration- Flora and Fauna observations

Flora

The island is predominately covered with coconut trees (Cocos nucifera) (Figure 7),
that were planted in the 1800s for copra production. There are also a handful of large
casuarina trees (Casuarinaceae sp.) scattered mainly along the coastline. With the
resort development, there has been an introduction of several species of flowering
garden plants, as well as extensive propagation of the beach cabbage (Scaevola
taccada) to act as a natural barrier for privacy between the villas (Figure 7).

Figure 7 Coconut trees surrounded by beach cabbage bushes around the resort
villas

Fauna
Turtles

Platte Island has long been recognized as one of the most important nesting sites in
Seychelles for the hawksbill turtle (Eretmochelys imbricata) (Figure 8) (Mortimer
1998).



Figure 8 Adult male Hawksbill turtle photographed in the lagoon of Platte

The most recent turtle survey (March 2019), performed by Mortimer et al., indicated
that there may be 75 females (or more) Hawksbills nesting annually on the beaches
of Platte. There was also evidence of green turtle (Chelonia mydas) nesting, although
not as significant as that of the hawksbills. The study recorded the healthiest looking
nesting habitat—i.e., with well-developed beach platform and an abundance of turtle
body pits—at the far southern end of the island (Mortimer 2019).

During this 2022 expedition, we did not observe any turtle tracks on the beaches of
Platte, although this may have been due to the fact that the expedition was premature
of the nesting season. We did however observe dozens of juvenile and adult
hawksbills within the lagoon, as well as a mating pair of Green Turtles outside of the
lagoon, signifying a healthy population on turtles on and around Platte Island.

Elasmobranchs

We observed an impressive population of elasmobranchs along the shoreline of Platte.
There were primarily two dominant species of sharks: the sickle-fin lemon shark
(Negaprion brevirostris), and the black-tip reef shark (Carcharhinus melanopterus)
(Figure 9a). Both species seen were in their juvenile stages (40-50cm long), and in
one walk-around of the island, we counted over 150 individuals, indicating a possible
nursery ground within the lagoon of Platte.

We also came across several species of rays (adults and juveniles alike) both along
the coastline, and during the boat rides to and from the Island. Primary species
included: the spotted/ocellated eagle ray (Aetobatus ocellatus), the pink whipray
(Pateobatis fai) (Figure 9b), and the cowtail stingray (Pastinachus sephen)
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Figure 9 Elasmobranchs encountered on Platte Island

Birds

Historically, Platte was a known breeding ground for the red-footed booby (Sula sula)
and sooty tern (Onychoprion fuscatus). However, this is no longer the case. During
the island explorations, we observed several hundred brown noddies (Anous stolidus),
and lesser noddies (Anous tenuirostris), particularly concentrated in the foliage
towards the southern tip of the island. To a lesser extent, we also observed several
pairs of the white-tailed tropicbirds (Phaethon lepturus) and bridled terns (Onychoprion
anaethetus).

The island has also been known to receive many vagrant species. Most recently, a
pair of Glossy Ibis (Plegadis falcineluss) were photographed (Figure 10).



Figure 10 A pair of vagrant Glossy Ibis strolling near the IDC guesthouse on Platte
Island

d. FAD removals

Drifting FADs are a major issue for the Outer Islands of Seychelles. Platte is no
exception. During our short visit, we came across 3 FADs; one that was beached on
the western side of the island, and two that were within the lagoon.

With the assistance of the island manager, and one other IDC worker, we were able
to successfully remove all 3 FADs (Figure 11) that were appropriately disposed of.
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Figures 11 FAD removal exercise from the lagoon of Platte Island



Possible scope for ICS on Platte Island

Based on the expedition carried out, there is a scope to develop an ICS workplan on
several aspects listed below:

Priority 1 — Set up an ICS Conservation Centre to develop and implement
monitoring protocols for Platte Island. A possible partnership between the resort and
ICS should be considered. The information collected and resulting reports will be used
to produce the Annual Conservation Reports. Monthly reports should be developed
highlighting any interesting observations or problems that emerge from the monitoring
programs.

Priority 2 — Sea turtle monitoring should be one of the main programs adopted,
simply based on the stature of Platte as an important nesting island for the Hawksbill
turtle. Sea turtle nesting populations and foraging aggregations in terms of trends and
identification of critical habitats should be investigated. Turtle patrols should include
measuring tracks, identification of nesting species, tagging nesting females and
collecting DNA samples from fresh dead turtles if encountered. Given that there will
be increased human presence on Platte with the Resort operation, there will be a
necessity to develop a protocol for hotel guests and staff encountering turtles on the
island.

Priority 3—Land bird, seabirds, and vagrant bird monitoring. Identify any breeding
seabird colonies on Platte Island, with more efforts towards the brown and lesser
noddies. There would be a need to develop census protocols, locate shorebird
roosting locations around the island and record vagrant birds arriving.

Priority 4 — Elasmobranch research should be investigated. From our observations,
there is no doubt that Platte Island lagoon is a nursery ground for sickle-fin lemon
sharks and black-tip reef sharks. An acoustic telemetry study could be established to
investigate movement of these two species.

Priority 5 — Fish Aggregating Devices are and will continue to be an issue for Platte
Island. FADs must be actively monitored and where possible removed.

Priority 6 — Subsistence fish monitoring should be done on a regular basis to record
fish catch by IDC, the resort, and guests to update subsistence fishing database
accordingly.
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