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Free: an emotional Dirk Rose with his mother. 

Minister Adam surrounded by the CBS Governor, Caroline Abel, 
and Minister Benstrong at yesterday’s press conference.       

Minister Adam ready for the Finance challenge

Death of Constable Jules

Economy

24 year-old Dirk Rose walked away a free man yesterday evening after he was found to be not guilty of the murder of 
19 year-old Constable Erikson Jules on  June 26, 2014.

The former Minister of Foreign Affairs used his first press conference to give a glimpse of how he sees his new job and 
to field questions on a raft of issues. 

The nine-member jury which 
deliberated for over four 
hours found the young man, 

who has been detained at the Mon-
tagne Posee prison for the past 

eight months, not guilty of murder 
and involuntary manslaughter. 

“God is great! Justice has tri-
umphed”, said his father, Derek 
Barbe, following the reading of 

the verdict which was read by 
Justice Akiiki Kiiza. Earlier in the 
day, Judge Akiiki-Kiiza had made 
his summing up to the members 
of the jury and explained to them 

that they had to be fair when con-
sidering the evidence that was 
put before them in court. He also 
cautioned them not to base their 
judgment on what they have read 
in the press. The trial began on 
Wednesday January 7 with the 
jury selection.

The parents of the victim as well 
as those of the accused were pres-
ent in court yesterday. On July 26, 
2014, 19 year-old Constable Erik-
son Jules was fatally hit by a car 
driven by 24 year-old Dirk Rose at 
10.54pm while he was conducting 
a spot check with four other police 
officers at Roche Caiman.  

Dirk Rose was subsequently 
charged with murder, an anomaly 
according to legal sources who 
said that murder presupposes pre-
meditation and that a road traffic 
accident cannot qualify for such a 
charge. 

By NR

Jean Paul Adam held his 
first press conference as 
Minister of Finance, Trade 

and the Blue Economy at the 
Liberty House yesterday after-
noon. He appeared comfortable 
fielding difficult questions, ques-
tions pertaining, for instance, to 
his relative lack of economic ex-
perience and the role of the Sey-
chelles Trading Company (STC), 
which indicates that the diplo-
matic skills he honed during his 

time at the helm of the ministry 
of Foreign Affairs will serve him 
well in his new position. As he 
explained, his nomination and 
indeed the recent Cabinet re-
shuffle, which also included the 
creation of a ministry of Invest-
ment, Entrepreneurship Devel-
opment and Business Innova-
tion, are part of government’s 
desire to work more closely with 
the private sector, even if there 
won’t be any “major changes to 
economic policy”.   

Dirk Rose found not guilty
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PENSION TIPS COLUMN

This column focuses on issuing answers to frequently asked ques-
tions about the Seychelles Pension Fund on a weekly basis. We 
invite members of the public to kindly send in their questions 
through the following contacts:

Tel: +248 29 46 50
Email: vdingwall@spf.sc

Fax: +248 22 50 37

Online/ Retirement Pension Application

Q: What type of documents a member of the Fund needs to 
submit when applying for his/her retirement pension online? 

A: When a member is applying for retirement pension online at 
the age of 60 to 63 years he/she needs to submit the following 
documents in soft copies:

•     Birth Certificate (Scanned copy)
•     Identity Card (Scanned copy)
•     Bank Account Information (Scanned copy)
•     Scanned copy of signature
•    Retirement letter/Certificate of employment 

Q: How to submit the retirement pension application online?

A: Applicants will have to visit our website www.pensionfund.
sc  where they will be asked a set of questions before they submit 
their online application for a retirement pension. Upon submis-
sion of the member’s application the member will receive a confir-
mation email and then be contacted by one of the benefit officers 
within 48 hours. 

Letter to the Editor
Disclaimer
The views and comments expressed are those of the writer and not  necessarily 
those of this newspaper

Alex Morris and Taylor Russell interviewed President Michel as 
part of the special report.
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The preoccupation of the 
politician versus the 

preoccupation of the statesman
Dear Editor,

In an interview with Mr Wavel Ramkalawan which you published 
in your newspaper this morning (Monday 9 February), you quoted 
him as stating, “Mr Mancham is not a very important factor in Sey-
chelles politics today...” Mr Ramkalawan could be convinced that 
this is so, but is he really and truly so convinced?

Let us analyse things against the background of an historical per-
spective.

When I returned to Seychelles in April 1992 and revived the 
Democratic Party (DP), which Mr René had made “illegal” dur-
ing the 15 years of One Party rule, Mr Ramkalawan never joined 
the DP to fight the Presidential Elections which had become due 
and overlooked the fact that he was thereby dividing the Opposi-
tion in the struggle against an entrenched SPPF Party. In fact, he 
called his first grouping “United Opposition” when he was doing 
nothing else but dividing the Opposition. There was no ideological 
differences between the DP under my leadership and Mr Ramka-
lawan’s United Opposition - except that I had adopted a policy of 
“national reconciliation” whereas he stood for a policy of “saboule” 
and “revenge.”

Following the first Presidential Election, when I became Leader 
of the Opposition in the National Assembly, I went out of my way 
to try and unite the Opposition forces, by initiating the “Seychelles 
First” Movement. Mr Ramkalawan was one among those leaders of 
political factions who turned up for the meeting which took place 
on Eden Island. But when a second meeting was called, he never 
turned up because he had the feeling that the “Seychelles First” 
Movement would fall under my influence and leadership.

Notwithstanding the negative attitude of Mr Ramkalawan to-
wards me when it was obvious that Mr René was practising a policy 
of “plus ça va, plus c’est la même chose” within the Constitution of 
the Third Republic, I decided that in order to have a “United Op-
position” to fight the ruling Party - I would extend my support to Mr 
Ramkalawan as a Presidential candidate.

We nearly won that election but although I had been very active 
in the pro-Ramkalawan campaign, after the election, Mr Ramkala-
wan failed to acknowledge my participation and never invited me 
to attend any meeting of his Executive Committee. The reason was 
clear. Mr Ramkalawan believed my “rapprochement” with his Party 
was a threat to his leadership of the Party, feeling that I could run 
away with several of his members and advisers.

Campaigning alongside Mr Ramkalawan allowed me the oppor-
tunity to know what sort of a political animal he was and to be able 
to understand as to why several of the “bright stars” within his once 
constellation, have moved away from him - the brilliant Joel Mor-
gan, who is now the Minister of Foreign Affairs and Transport in 
President Michel’s Government; the pro-active Alain St.Ange, who 
is now Minister of Tourism & Culture; the energetic and charismat-
ic Jean-François Ferrari who does not want to have anything more 
with party politics as he endeavours to become a successful business 
leader in the community; Maître Bernard Georges, a brilliant and 
leading lawyer in Seychelles, now serving as a member of the Na-
tional Consultative Forum advising President Michel; and of course 
David Pierre, today’s loyal Opposition Leader in the National As-
sembly, were all at one time strong supporters of Mr Ramkalawan.

Mr Ramkalawan has of course betrayed most of those who sup-
ported him when he decided to boycott the National Assembly and 
deprived the Opposition of a voice in national debate on important 
national issues. Thus many people have been arguing that if Mr 
Ramkalawan is so much opposed to the system in place, why does 
he accept the various monetary benefits he is enjoying under that 
system? Why does he not adopt the example of Saint Francis of As-
sisi - sell his recently-built mansion, sell his car and exchange his 
Italian-made shoes for a pair of flip-flops?

By getting close to Mr Ramkalawan during his election campaign, 
I had the opportunity to get to know him better and to realise that 
he had the potential of becoming a dictator, three times more ruth-
less than those we have known. It is for this reason that after analys-
ing our current political scene, that I declared that “President Mi-
chel is the right man, in the right place, at the right time.” Of course, 
if Mr Ramkalawan believes that I am no more relevant in Seychelles 
politics, then he should not take my endorsement of President Mi-
chel too seriously.

Finally, I believe it is opportune for me to avail of this opportunity 
to once again emphasise that I have now for several years moved 
away from partisan politics to play the role of a statesman both lo-
cally and internationally.

The preoccupation of the politician, which Mr Ramkalawan is, is 
the next election. The preoccupation of the statesman, which I am, 
is the next generation.

The politician thinks only about getting power or staying in pow-
er and otherwise enjoying the benefits and privileges which power 
confers.

The statesman on the other hand, has a longer term vision. He 
puts national interest above partisan consideration. He does not 
believe in the policy of power at all costs. His ultimate desire is the 
transformation of a society and the emergence in our context of a 
greater Seychelles and of a Seychellois people who is at peace with 
itself.

Yours faithfully
James R. Mancham

Blue Economy

Seychelles getting deserved recognition

Minister Adam ready for the Finance challenge

Respected US publication to produce a special report on the country’s pioneering role in the Blue Economy.

Seychelles looks all set to get 
the recognition it deserves 
for being a leader in devel-

oping the concept of the Blue 
Economy. Foreign Affairs, the 
prestigious US publication, will 
feature Seychelles in a special 
report entitled, “Innovator and 
Champion of The Blue Economy.” 
According to the company coun-
try strategic and journalist, Alex-
andra Morris, the Blue Economy 
is set to become the next big thing 
worldwide which is why Foreign 
Affairs has chosen to highlight 
the country’s role in crystallizing 
the concept. Ms Morris and her 
colleague Taylor Russell, who is 
the journal’s global commercial 
director, were both in Seychelles 
recently to carry out interviews 
for the feature which will also 
present a big advertising oppor-
tunity for the private sector, espe-
cially in fields related to tourism.

“For the past ten years now, 
the Green Economy has been the 
buzzword around the world. Yet 
oceans make up 70% of the earth, 
so there is no reason why the Blue 
Economy concept should not be 
as big, if not bigger, a success, 
than the Green Economy,” Ms 
Russell told TODAY. The jour-
nalists explained that the White 

House feels that unless Seychelles 
formally secures recognition for 
coining the term and being a driv-
ing force to get it launched, others 

will do so.
“With this feature we will show 

that Seychelles is not just about 
pristine beauty and beaches, but 

that small as it is, the country is 
propelling a concept for sustain-
able development based on har-
nessing an abundant resource. 
The Blue Economy takes into 
account issues such as climate 
change and Seychelles should 
reap the benefits of its work in 
that area,” Ms Russell said.

The journalists have met with 
and interviewed President James 
Michel and other relevant au-
thorities for the feature. The 
importance that the Michel ad-
ministration attaches to the Blue 
Economy concept is underscored 
by the fact that government has 
dedicated a whole department 
to it at the ministry of Finance, 
Trade and the Blue Economy. 

The former Foreign Affairs 
Minister Jean Paul Adam heads 
the ministry and the Blue Econ-
omy department is under the 
responsibility of Principal Secre-
tary, Rebecca Lousteau Lalanne, 
who has been with the team 
which developed the concept 
from its initial stages. Until the 
government restructuring, it had 
been the ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs which had been driving 
the Blue Economy concept. The 
country has already hosted many 
international conferences on the 
subject and has garnered the sup-
port of the Alliance of Small Is-
land States (AOSIS) to push the 
concept forward.

The potential of the Blue Econ-
omy is vast as it covers maritime 
transport, fisheries, harnessing 
of minerals and other natural 
resources such as gas and petrol, 
which lie under the seabed. It 
also includes coastal tourism and 
maritime travel amongst others, 
all of which should ideally tie into 
each other and ultimately be ben-
eficial for Small Island Develop-
ing States and coastal countries 
worldwide.

His job, he remarked, is not 
only to continue with the re-
forms undertaken since 2008, 
but also to bring cohesion to 
the blue economy concept, help 
revive the fortunes of the tour-
ism industry and endow the fi-
nancial services sector with a 
clear strategy. Quizzed on his 
qualifications for the job, Min-
ister Adam recalled that during 
his passage at Foreign Affairs 
he had been entrusted with 
working on certain debt re-
lated issues. Before that, when 
he was still at the Office of the 
President he had worked closely 
with Caroline Abel and Pierre 
Laporte, when the latter was 
still the Governor of the Central 
Bank of Seychelles on the 2008 
reforms. “I’m ready for the chal-
lenge”, he affirmed. And in the 
spirit of diplomatic pragmatism, 
he praised the “strong team” al-
ready in place at Liberty House. 

The decision to create a blue 
economy department, he noted, 
emanated from the national 
consultative forum held late last 
year which had recommended 
that the concept required “better 
coordination”. For all the hope 
vested in the potential of the 
country’s Exclusive Economic 
Zone (EEZ) however, the tour-
ism industry will remain first 
pillar of the economy for the 
foreseeable future. As a result, he 
plans to hold “in-depth consul-
tations” with the sector’s stake-
holders to address their “con-
cerns”, particularly with regards 
to yields which have been disap-
pointing. “How are we going to 
create more value in the tourism 
sector?” he asked after having 
stressed earlier that the issue of 
direct flights is not a “simple” one 
due to the small number of visi-
tors, relatively speaking, travel-
ling to Seychelles.   

For its part, the fisheries sec-
tor will “fit into the blue economy 
drive”, which will include find-
ing solutions to promote financ-
ing and innovation, while the 

from overseas but locally too” and 
improving the ease of doing busi-
ness for everyone from individu-
als and microenterprises to SMEs 
and big companies. He stressed 
however that SMEs will be given 
special attention due to their con-
tribution to job and wealth cre-
ation. “We’ll look at new schemes 
to bring oxygen to the business 
community”, Minister Benstrong 
announced. Innovation will also 
be prioritised.

financial services sector is at a 
“critical juncture” and is ripe for 
diversification. “It’s not enough 
to just register companies, we 
have to provide services too”, 
he observed. On a macroeco-
nomic level, the new Minister 
of Finance remarked that the 
latest Fitch ratings which have 
described Seychelles’ economic 
outlook as stable despite the 
steep depreciation of the rupee 
last year are proof of the econo-
my’s increased resilience. He also 
opined that depreciation also 
has benefits such as decreased 
fuel prices even if it takes time 
for such reductions to “filter into 
the economy”. 

Encouragingly though, the 
rupee has been gaining value 
against the dollar, prompting 
the Governor of the CBS, Caro-
line Abel, to predict that the 
local currency will keep appre-
ciating in the coming months. 
The tightening of monetary 
policy, she affirmed, has lead to 
a reduction in demand and has 
thus eased the pressure on the 
supply of dollars. The Minister 
was also asked about whether 
his hands are tied by the 2015 
Budget which was approved 
in December. “We’ll have to 
react depending on the situa-
tion”, he responded. On the is-
sue of the accusations that have 
been levelled against the STC’s 
and Green Island Construction 
Company for competing un-
fairly with the private sector, 
Minister Adam is of the opinion 
that both have a role to play in 
the economy; the former acts as 
a sort of economic engine whilst 
the latter provides the construc-
tion sector with more options 
which is good for efficiency.         

The new Minister of Invest-
ment, Entrepreneurship Devel-
opment and Business Innova-
tion, Michael Benstrong, who 
will be working closely with the 
ministry of Finance, also gave 
a brief overview of his respon-
sibilities. These will include at-
tracting investment “not only 



VALUE ADDED TAX – ZERO-RATED 
SUPPLIES EXPLAINED

In the value Added Tax (VAT) Act 2010 as amended have some supplies (principally the 
exportation of goods, the international transports of goods or passengers and the ser-
vices directly connected with international transports) are zero rated. Zero-rated sup-
plies must not be confused with exempt supplies that are out of the VAT scope,   they 
are taxable but in practice given that they are taxed at 0% no VAT is actually charged. 

Which supplies are zero-rated under the VAT Act?

All exports are zero-rated because VAT is a local-based consumption tax and is there-
fore not charged on consumption made abroad. However it is important to note that 
companies registered under the SITZ regulations are not considered as making zero-
rated supplies because of their special characteristics where they are deemed to be 
operating outside the Seychelles jurisdiction hence they are outside the scope of the 
VAT system.

In addition to exports, there are also some designated supplies which are zero-rated 
under the VAT Act. Some examples include:

➢     good sold in a duty free shop;
➢     goods imported to be exported;
➢    supply of international transport of goods and/or passengers
➢    ancillary services directly connected with international transportation of goods
➢    supply of maritime’s services including maintenance and repairs of vessels;
➢    Supply of management and maintenance of facilities at aerodromes.

For the complete list see Schedule II of the Value Added Tax Act 2010.

It is important to note that if a supply is both a zero-rated and an exempt supply, the 
supply will be treated as a zero-rated supply.

What are the differences between zero-rated and exempt supplies?

Zero-rated supplies are taxable, even though no VAT is actually collected (VAT is 
charged at 0%) on transactions involving such supplies. However input tax incurred 
in the making of zero-rated supplies is fully deductible (unless otherwise provided in 
the VAT Act 2010), meaning that a business making zero-rated supplies can claim for 
a VAT credit or refund under VAT.

Exempt supplies on the other hand are outside the scope of the VAT system. No VAT 
can be charged on supplies which are exempted under the VAT Act 2010. At the same 
time exempt supplies do not create any deduction right of the input tax correlated to 
transactions involving such exempt supplies. They cannot charge VAT and they can-
not claim input tax credits or refund of VAT.

For example, educational institutions (their supplies are exempt under the VAT Act 
2010) will not be able to deduct any VAT they incur, say for example on their monthly 
telephone bills because their supplies are exempted from VAT. 

For more information

You can contact Seychelles Revenue Commission on 4293745 or email us at vat@src.
gov.sc.    The Value Added Tax Act, 2010 and the VAT Manual is is available on the 
Seychelles Revenue Commission website: www.src.gov.sc 
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Former Mauritian PM at the police headquarters on Sunday.

Mauritius

Former PM Ramgoolam accused of money laundering
He was Prime minister for the past nine years during which time he ruled virtually unchallenged. The fall of Mr Ramgoolam, which started in December when he 

lost the general elections, took a turn for the worse when he was arrested on Friday and hundreds of millions of rupees were found at his home.

By Deepa Bhookhun

On Friday morning, the 
former Mauritian Prime 
Minister (PM) Navin 

Ramgoolam bought a plane ticket 
to Paris. This triggered a chain of 
events that led Navin Ramgoolam 
to live out his worst nightmare. 
He was assaulted on Friday eve-
ning by an angry mob, arrested, 
his house searched, his safes and 
suitcases full of money seized and 
he spent the night in a prison cell. 
He was released conditionally on 
Saturday against a payment of 
Rs400 000 (approximately SCR 
100 000) and a surety of Rs2 
million. The police proceeded 
with the counting of the money 
found in Mr Ramgoolam’s house 
on Sunday morning but only 
managed to count and record a 
small percentage of the estimated 
Rs500 million.

Mauritius’ former Prime Min-
ister appeared before two dif-
ferent courts yesterday to be 
charged with two different charg-
es; money laundering and con-
spiracy to commit an illegal act. 
The money laundering charge as 
well as Mr Ramgoolam’s stash of 
money came seemingly out of no-
where, even if rumours of Navin 
Ramgoolam ‘s “imminent” arrest 
starting emerging after he lost the 
elections in December last year.

Mr Ramgoolam was believed 
to have been somehow involved 
in the death of a man suspected 

of a robbery at his beach house in 
Roches Noires in the early hours 
of July 3, 2011. Police have been 
seeking to question Ramgoolam 
for allegedly lying about his pres-
ence at the scene of the robbery, 
and asking a businessman to give 
a false testimony to the police.

The police are also investigat-
ing the alleged suicide in custody 
of a suspect in the burglary. The 
ex-Prime minister has denied any 
foul play and has accused his crit-
ics of trying to discredit him but 
he is suspected of having con-
spired to pervert the course of 
justice in this case. 

The man arrested shortly after-
wards in connection with the rob-
bery, was found dead in a police 
cell and was said to have commit-
ted suicide. The enquiry into his 
death was re-opened shortly after 
a new government came in power 
on December 11, 2014. 

Information that the police 
was going to summon Mr Ram-
goolam in connection with the 
Roches Noires affair was released 
by the police and, on Friday, after 
the police informed the former 
PM that he was wanted, it was 
generally believed that the sum-
mon was in connection with the 
Roches Noires case. 

When the press was later told 
that the police would search Mr 
Ramgoolam’s house, the police’s 
methods were denounced as ar-
bitrary. Especially since once it 
was known that Mr Ramgoolam 

had been summoned to the po-
lice headquarters, a group of anti 
Ramgoolam partisans gathered at 
the police headquarters and when 
they realised that the former PM 
hadn’t turned up and was thought 
to be “hiding” in his office a few 
metres from the police headquar-
ters, they made their way there 
and jeered him, throwing stones 
and other objects at the office. 
Mr Ramgoolam’s lawyer’s car was 
also damaged. 

But it turned out that on top 
of his alleged involvement in the 
Roches Noires affair, the police 
had information about a stash of 
presumed illicit money at the res-
idence of the former Prime min-
ister. It is rumoured that the for-

mer associate of Mr Ramgoolam’s 
mistress, the one who was asked 
by Mr Ramgoolam to tell the po-
lice he was at the beach house on 
the day of the robbery, had turned 
witness for the prosecution.

Mr Ramgoolam’s two safes and 
two suitcases were impounded 
on Friday night by the police and 
taken to the police headquarters. 
He was then taken to a police cell 
for the night. A sum of Rs5 mil-
lion in Mauritian rupees and for-
eign currencies was also found at 
the house. 

The former PM said however 
that he couldn’t open the safes as 
it was his wife who was in pos-
session of the codes. This version 
was altered the next day in court 

when Mr Ramgoolam told the 
magistrate that he had forgot-
ten the codes due to the shock he 
was under but that he had writ-
ten them down and would hand 
them over to the police as soon as 
he could. Mr Ramgoolam’s recol-
lection was no doubt aided by the 
threat made by the police that 
they would break the safes open 
in the absence of the codes.

The counting of the presumed 
illicit money started on Sunday 
morning at the police headquar-
ters in Port Louis, in the presence 
of Mr Ramgoolam, his lawyers, 
a representative of the Bank of 
Mauritius as well as the Attor-
ney General. Mr Ramgoolam was 
required to sign each bundle of 
money after they were counted 
and authenticated. 

The sheer amount of money 
found in the safe was shown on 
national TV on Sunday night. 
Shocking images of suitcases and 
safes full of Rs2 000 notes – that 
bear the effigy of Mr Ramgoolam’s 
father and Mauritius’ first PM -, 
Rs1 000 notes as well as bundles 
of USD100 bills were shown on 
TV, resulting in a protest from 
Mr Ramgoolam’s lawyer who said 
that he feared a trial by the press.

But the images had the desired 
effect; people who had started to 
feel sympathy for Navin Ram-
goolam, are now said to have 
been “enraged” by the sight of the 
stash.  According to Mauritian 
law, possession of an amount of 

money over Rs500 000 needs to 
be explained and its source iden-
tified. Otherwise, it is deemed to 
be illicit and can be construed 
as being the proceeds of money 
laundering.

Mr Ramgoolam’s wife, Veena, 
was summoned to the police 
headquarters yesterday for ques-
tioning. This drew a lot of pub-
lic sympathy towards her as Mrs 
Ramgoolam is seen as the long 
suffering wife perceived to have 
been publicly humiliated with 
rumours of her husband’s affairs. 

The money counting exercise 
was resumed yesterday afternoon 
and is not expected to be over for 
at least a few more days. Asked 
whether he was hopeful he would 
clear his client’s name, Mr Ram-
goolam’s lawyer, veteran Yusouf 
Mohamed said “I have a lot of ex-
perience but I cannot be expected 
to perform miracles”. 

It is as yet unclear what other 
evidence the police have about 
Mr Ramgoolam’s involvement in 
the Roches Noires affair. Mean-
while, an “arrest upon arrival” or-
der was issued yesterday against 
Mr Ramgoolam’s mistress who 
is suspected of having illegally 
transferred Rs800 million out 
of the country in December. The 
woman left Mauritius together 
with her six year-old daughter 
with Mr Ramgoolam on the day 
after the general elections and 
hasn’t been seen since. She is be-
lieved to be hiding in Italy. 



By RR

There is widespread speculation that Reunion will succumb to pressure in regards to the total number of medals on offer for the weight-lifting competition at the Island Games 
which are to be held from August 1 to August 8.

Weightlifting

Will Reunion bow to medal pressure?

Reunion will be hosting the 
ninth Island Games in 
seven months’ time and 

there is a sticky issue about the 
number of medals that will be 
offered for the sport of weight-
lifting. The organisers are keen 
to hand out only one medal per 
weight category which would 
be for Olympic total instead 
of the accustomed three - for 
snatch, clean and jerk - and for 

the Olympic total which ensures 
that an athlete can win three 
gold in one category. 

This matter had aroused plen-
ty of debate at the games meet-
ings over the last couple of years 
as countries such as Mauritius, 
Madagascar and more so Sey-
chelles are against such a con-
troversial move. This decision 
by the hosts is being interpreted 
as a way of reducing the number 

of gold medals that other coun-
tries can win as Reunion is quite 
weak in this power sport. But 
according to weight-lifting of-
ficials, it seems that this is con-
trary to the African weight-lift-
ing regulation which the Island 
Games charter should abide by 
in such events.

It is to note that at the last 
Island Games in 2011 that were 
held here, Seychelles amassed a 

whopping total of 39 gold med-
als out of the 45 on offer in this 
sport and this gold medal haul 
helped the country to push Re-
union close for first position 
as Seychelles collected 57 gold 
medals just one short of Re-
union who finished first in the 
medal standings with Seychelles 
ranked second for its best ever 
result at this regional games 
since its inception in 1979. 

As a result, Reunion seem 
keen to cut down on the num-
ber of medals in this sport which 
in itself does not depict true 
sportsmanship and fair-play 
which is enshrined in this Island 
nation games charter.

But TODAY Sports have heard 
unconfirmed reports that this 
might change as it looks like Re-
union have budged to pressure 
from all quarters to continue al-

locating three medals per weight 
category and if this is the case, it 
will be a big boost for the sports 
locally and also for Team Sey-
chelles at the upcoming games.

Our local weight lifters have 
always been the best performing 
athletes at the Island games as 
well as on the international are-
na and if there is such a change 
of heart by Reunion, it will be 
great news for this sport.           

Weight-lifting has always been Seychelles’ best performing sport at the IOIG.

He was voted back into office unanimously to lead handball for the next two years at the Annual General Meeting held last Saturday.
By RR

Handball

Norbert Dogley re-elected as handball chairman
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Mr Dogley was re-elected 
without any other con-
tenders for his seventh 

year in charge of the sport. As a 
matter of fact, he has been the 
head of handball in Seychelles 
since it was launched here in 
2002. Chairman Dogley told TO-
DAY Sports that he had thought 

about not contesting these elec-
tions but was encouraged to do 
so by members and there was 
no other candidate vying for the 
post so he accepted to run again. 
Mr Dogley was voted back into 
office unanimously to lead hand-
ball for the next two years and 
most of his committee members 

were also re-elected in office.
Sharon Labrosse was elected 

once again as this association’s 
secretary general whilst Marie-
Claire Chetty will remain as 
treasurer. As for the ordinary 
members, Bernard Valentin, 
Emmanuel Larue, Tony Hortère 
and Alix Dufresne have been 

voted in for another two years 
whereas Rita Toussaint is the 
only new member elected. She 
will replace Nathalie Saminadin 
on the executive committee.

The executive committee will 
meet this week to select its tech-
nical representative as well as to 
finalize their calendar of events 

for the year.
However chairman Dogley 

said that their main focus this 
year will be on the national team.

“Our main target this year 
will be the preparation of the 
national team for the Island 
Games and selecting the team. 
We will also continue with our 

youth development program as 
this year we are urging all the 
senior teams to also field junior 
teams,” he noted.

The handball season is ex-
pected to dribble off later this 
month and our handball play-
ers will be participating in the 
Island Games for the first time.
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One of Sepp Blatter’s closest 
advisers has been accused of 
suggesting pre-publication 

changes to an independent report 
into Fifa reform in order to cast its 
president in a better light.

According to emails published by 
Der Spiegel, a report by Mark Pieth, 
a professor of criminal law at Basel 
University, was altered as a result of 
interventions by Fifa’s chief lawyer, 
Marco Villiger.

Blatter engaged Pieth following 
his 2011 victory in the Fifa presiden-
tial election to prepare the ground 
for a “roadmap” of reform, casting 
himself as the man to repair the bat-
tered reputation of world football’s 
governing body.

Pieth chaired an independent gov-
ernance committee that published 
its final report in April last year. In it 
he claimed progress had been made 
on key areas of governance reform 
but called for further progress on the 
introduction of term limits, integrity 
checks for Fifa executive committee 
members and more transparency on 
salaries.

Pieth mostly blamed the lack of 
progress on those issues on Uefa and 
praised Blatter in interviews given to 
support the publication of the final 
report, after which the committee 
was disbanded. “The prospects for 
reform are probably at their greatest 
if Blatter wins more time,” he said.

The claims in Der Spiegel suggest 
Villiger, Fifa’s director of legal af-
fairs, saw a draft copy of the report 
two months before it was published 
and suggested numerous changes to 
remove references to the Fifa presi-

dent and the ISL bribery affair. “All 
references to the ISL case are unnec-
essary,” he wrote. “We do not under-
stand what can be gained from re-
ferring to the ISL case in the report, 
especially on such an epic scale.”

The conclusions of an earlier re-
port by the Fifa ethics committee 
had ruled that Blatter had been 
“clumsy” rather than “criminal” in 
handling a $1m bribe meant for João 
Havelange as part of a long-running 
$100m backhanders scheme.

Villiger crossed out two lengthy 
passages dealing with the ISL affair. 
One concerned Blatter’s position of 
responsibility: “In addition to this 
problem there is also the fact presi-
dent Blatter held the prominent po-
sition of general secretary at the time 
when ISL/ISMM was having busi-
ness dealings with Fifa and when the 
bribes were supposed to have been 
paid.”

The following paragraph con-
cerned Blatter’s possible role as an 
accessory: “It must be asked wheth-
er, during the years before ISL col-
lapsed, president Blatter knew or 
should have known that ISL had 
made payments (bribes) to Fifa of-
ficials.”

Both passages were missing from 
the report published on 22 April.

Pieth had written that successful 
reform depended “on a change of 
culture at all levels of the organi-
sation, starting at the top”. Villiger 
wrote in the margin: “Do you mean 
to say Fifa needs a new leader? Fifa 
is led by the president, whom you 
recognise as being a key figure in the 
reforms.”

Pieth deleted the express refer-
ence to Blatter’s responsibilities from 
his final report, instead referring 
to “opinion leaders, who must set a 
good example”. Where Pieth referred 

to “scandals”, Villiger substituted 
“previous cases”.

The revelations are damaging for 
Blatter because they appear to con-
firm the suspicion he was subverting 
the supposedly independent reform 
process for his own ends.

In justifying his decision to run 
again for another four-year term as 
president despite having promised 
to stand down, Blatter has spoken of 
the fact his “mission” is not yet com-
plete.

Three Uefa-backed opponents are 
standing against Blatter: the Dutch 
FA president, Michael van Praag, the 
former world player of the year Luís 
Figo and the Jordanian royal Prince 
Ali.

In a statement Fifa said “no un-
fair influence was exerted” and that, 
while Blatter knew about the com-
ments sent to Pieth on his behalf by 
Villiger, it was “standard procedure 
in tasks of this nature for auditors 
and advisers to first submit their re-
ports to their clients in order for facts 
and any comments to be examined”.

It said that the comments did not 
stem from Villiger but were based on 
the input of several Fifa directors. 
Pieth’s committee had the final say 
on the wording, it said, and pointed 
out that of 37 suggested changes only 
five were taken up.

Pieth told Der Spiegel it had been 
a “strategic decision” to accept the 
proposed deletions since “Blatter 
was key to the continuing implemen-
tation of the reforms”. It was decided 
not to point the finger as individuals 
because the priority was systemic 
change.

Morocco have been 
banned from the next 
two African Nations 

Cup tournaments as punishment 
for withdrawing from hosting 
the 2015 event over fears of the 
spread of the Ebola virus.

The Royal Moroccan Football 
Federation (FRMF) has also 
been fined $1m and ordered to 
pay $9.12m in damages to the 
Confederation of African Foot-
ball and their partners, CAF said 
in a statement.

CAF’s executive committee 
rejected claims of force majeure 
from the FRMF and found the 
federation financially liable for 
the decision to withdraw from 
hosting the finals.

Morocco had asked for the 
tournament to be postponed by a 

year to allow the Ebola outbreak 
in west Africa to be contained.

The north African country 
was stripped of hosting rights by 
CAF in November as the tourna-
ment was switched to Equatorial 
Guinea.

CAF said at the time that Mo-
rocco’s concerns were alarmist, 
notably the fear the competition 
would attract tens of thousands 
of visitors from west Africa 
where the World Health Organ-
ization estimates almost 9,000 
have died due to Ebola.

Moroccan Youth and Sports 
Minister Mohamed Ouzzine 
suggested at the time that play-
ers based in Europe would not 
take part in the tournament, 
rendering it a flop for all con-
cerned, but that has not materi-
alised.

Ivory Coast finally won the Af-
rican Nations Cup after a dec-
ade of close calls as they edged 

neighbours Ghana 9-8 on penalties 
after a goalless draw following extra 
time in Sunday’s final at Estadio de 
Bata.

Goalkeeper Boubacar Barry con-
verted the decisive spot kick to de-
liver the trophy for a country who 
had been heavily fancied for the pre-
vious five tournaments but flopped 
in all of them.

It was a second title for Ivory 
Coast whose only previous success 
came when they also beat Ghana 
in a similar post-match marathon 
shootout 11-10 in Dakar in 1992.

Their triumph came on a night 
when 22 people died outside an 
Egyptian soccer match after securi-
ty forces barred fans from entering 
the stadium, the public prosecutor’s 
office said.

Most of the dead were suffocated 
when the crowd stampeded after 
police used teargas to clear the sup-
porters trying to force their way into 
a league match between two Cairo 
clubs, Zamalek and Enppi, doctors 
and witnesses said.

The trouble highlighted the prob-
lems facing African football and 
overshadowed the thrilling climax 
to the Nations Cup tournament in 
Equatorial Guinea, who stepped in 
as hosts after Morocco was stripped 
of the hosting rights.

A total of 22 kicks were needed to 
settle the 2015 title with the Ivori-
ans missing their first two attempts.

It came down to the keepers to 
settle matters after all the outfield 
players had taken a penalty each 
with the score at 8-8.

Barry, who was only playing 
because of injury to Sylvain Gbo-
houo, saved from Ghana goalkeep-
er Razak Brimah and then, after 
requiring treatment for an injury, 
got up to slot home the decisive spot 
kick.

Victory for the Ivorians also 
handed Frenchman Herve Renard 
the distinction of becoming the first 
coach to win the Nations Cup with 

different countries after success 
with Zambia in 2012, when they 
edged the Ivorians in a shootout.

“We had a team with the right 
fighting spirit and we rode our luck 
a little,” said Renard.

An exhausted Yaya Toure looked 
more relieved than elated, saying: “I 
just want to go home and celebrate 
with my family and friends. It’s tak-
en a long time for us to get here.”

Few chances

Two hours of action delivered few 
chances as the tired-looking teams 
fought out an error-strewn midfield 
battle, although Ghana’s Christian 
Atsu came close to scoring with a 
snapshot that hit the post after 26 
minutes.

Yaya Toure had the game’s first ef-
fort on goal after 10 minutes but his 

free kick went straight into Brimah’s 
arms. Gervinho fed Max Gradel with 
a clear chance on the right of the at-
tack soon after but he blasted a hur-
ried shot wide.

Ghana’s first effort was inches 
away from a goal as Andre Ayew 
weaved across the penalty box before 
feeding Atsu, whose first time shot 
hit the upright before bouncing back 
into play.

An Ivorian mistake gave Ghana 
the first chance of the second half 
with Atsu speeding away before pass-
ing inside to Asamoah Gyan, who 
was off target with his effort.

Gyan had been doubtful for the 
final with a pelvic injury but passed 
a late fitness test. Mubarak Wakaso 
blasted over the top with a strong 
effort from well outside the penal-
ty area midway through the second 
half as the midfield stranglehold kept 
chances to a minimum.

However, Atsu’s strong running 
down the right tested the Ivorian de-
fence again when he provided Gyan 
without another chance after 72 min-
utes but it was blocked.

As the game approached 90 min-
utes a scramble in the Ghana penalty 
area, after Brimah could only parry 
the ball, gave Ivorian substitute Sey-
dou Doumbia a half-chance but he 
too was thwarted by a quick defen-
sive recovery.

Doumbia missed another half-
chance at the start of the second half 
of extra time when striker Gervinho 
found a second wind and the game 
had to go to penalties to separate the 
teams.

Ghana’s agonising shootout defeat 
means they are still waiting for their 
first Nations Cup success since 1982.

“But I think we can be very proud 
of what we did at this tournament 
with you guys giving us no chance,” 
Ghana coach Avram Grant told re-
porters. “We have a team for the fu-
ture here.”

Morocco were stripped of the tour-
nament having asked for a postpone-
ment amid concerns over the spread 
of the Ebola virus and have been 
banned from the next two African 
Nations Cups.The Ivory Coast team and staff pose with their Africa Cup of Nations trophy having defeated Ghana 9-8 on penalties on Sunday night.

The Fifa chairman Sepp Blatter appointed Mark Pieth in 2011 to 
chair an independent report into governance reform.

Equatorial Guinea had stepped in as hosts after Morocco’s 
refusal.

Ivory Coast win African Nations Cup on penalties
A total of 22 kicks were needed to settle the 2015 title

Africa Cup of Nations 2015

FiFaFootball

Sepp Blatter adviser accused of altering 
report into Fifa reform

Morocco banned from 
2017, 2019 African Cups

Fifa director of legal affairs suggested changes before publication
The country had refused to host the 2015 football event 

due to fears over the spread of Ebola.
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Forward Kevin Durant scored 
29 points to lead the Oklaho-
ma City Thunder to a 131-108 

victory over the Los Angeles Clippers 
on Sunday at the Chesapeake Energy 
Arena.

The Clippers, who lost their four 
straight, will be without forward 
Blake Griffin (staph infection) for 
four to six weeks.

Guard Jamal Crawford led the 
Clippers with 21 points off the bench. 
Guard Chris Paul had 18 points and 
13 assists, and center Spencer Hawes 
added 17 points.

The Thunder rebounded from a 
crushing loss to the New Orleans Pel-
icans on Friday with one of their most 
impressive games of the season.

Guard Russell Westbrook posted 
19 points and grabbed 11 rebounds 
for the Thunder, and guard Dion 
Waiters added 16 points. Forward 
Mitch McGary racked up his first 
career double-double with 19 points 
and 10 rebounds.

Cavaliers 120, Lakers 105

Forward Kevin Love scored a sea-
son-high 32 points and added 10 
rebounds, and guard Kyrie Irving 
had 28 points and 10 assists in Cleve-
land’s win over Los Angeles.

The Cavs won for the 13th time in 
14 games, and they swept the series 
with the Lakers for the first time in 
five years. It was the Lakers’ 10th con-
secutive road defeat, tying a franchise 
record set in 1957-58 and matched in 
1963-64.

Love posted 17 points in the second 

quarter, including four 3-pointers 
in a span of 2:07, and he wound up 
reaching 30 points for just the second 
time this season. Cleveland forward 
LeBron James had 22 points, 10 re-
bounds and eight assists, falling shy 
of his first triple-double of the season 
largely because he didn’t play the 
fourth quarter of another blowout.

Bulls 98, Magic 97

All-Star forward Pau Gasol scored 
25 points and grabbed 15 rebounds to 
lead Chicago to a come-from-behind 
victory over Orlando. Gasol scored 
the winning basket off an offensive 
rebound with 9.4 seconds remaining.

The Bulls forced the Magic into a 
turnover with 15 seconds to go, lead-
ing to Gasol’s winning hoop. Orlando 
center Nikola Vucevic missed a final 
chance at the buzzer.

Chicago guard Jimmy Butler had 
27 points to lead all scorers. Guard 
Victor Oladipo paced the Magic with 
18 points.

Grizzlies 94, Hawks 88

Point guard Mike Conley scored 21 
points and handed out six assists as 
Memphis defeated Atlanta.

Grizzlies center Marc Gasol had 16 

points and 10 rebounds. and power 
forward Zach Randolph contributed 
11 points and 15 rebounds. Forward 
Jeff Green chipped in 11 points. Point 
guard Jeff Teague led Atlanta with 22 
points and six assists.

The Grizzlies (38-13) had a huge 
advantage on points in the paint, 52-
34, and in rebounds, 55-37.

Timberwolves 112, Pistons 101

Nikola Pekovic had a season-high 
29 points, and Minnesota recorded 
its 10th consecutive victory over De-
troit.

Pekovic, Minnesota’s starting 
center, reached the 20-point mark 
for the first time this season as the 
Timberwolves won three straight 
for the first time. Minnesota shoot-
ing guard Kevin Martin supplied 24 
points and nine rebounds. Rookie 
forward Andrew Wiggins contribut-
ed 18 points, eight rebounds and five 
assists for the Timberwolves, who 
never trailed.

Point guard D.J. Augustin’s 20 
points and eight assists led the Pis-
tons, who were swept in the season 
series with the Timberwolves for 
the fifth consecutive season. Detroit 
center Andre Drummond powered 
for 17 points and 14 rebounds.

Pacers 103, Hornets 102

Guard George Hill hit a reverse 
layup with 5.1 seconds remaining, 
and Indiana completed a wild come-
back and stunned Charlotte.

The Pacers trailed by 21 with 5:03 
remaining in the third quarter, but 
roared back from there to win their 
third straight and their fifth in the 
last seven games.

Charlotte led 102-101 after a 
3-pointer by forward Marvin Wil-
liams with 14.7 seconds left. The 
Pacers inbounded to Hill, who drove 
the baseline, pivoted under the bas-
ket, and suddenly saw a clear path 
to the basket. Hornets guard Bri-
an Roberts missed a desperation 
3-pointer at the buzzer.Kevin Durant scored a game-high 29 points for the Thunder.

NBA roundup

Durant leads Thunder to win over Clippers
Orlando Magic suffer heartbreaking 98-97 loss to the Chicago Bulls

HBO and Showtime have 
agreed on how they would 
broadcast a fight between 

Floyd Mayweather Jr. and Manny 
Pacquiao, promoter Bob Arum said 
on Thursday, leaving only two re-
maining issues to be settled before 
the much anticipated May 2 fight 
can be signed.

Arum told The Associated Press 
the rival networks have come to 
terms on an announcing team and 
other details for the pay-per-view 
blockbuster, and that talks this week 
have narrowed the remaining differ-
ences between the Mayweather and 
Pacquiao camps.

“We had four issues and we re-
solved two,” said Arum, who pro-
motes Pacquiao. “Now we’re work-
ing on resolving the other two. 
Unless something else comes up at 
the last minute, that’s what my take 
is.”

Not so fast, said Stephen Espi-
noza, executive vice president for 
Showtime Sports.

“There are a few significant issues 
remaining on both the fighter side 
and the network side of this deal,” 
Espinoza said. “While we are op-
timistic, it’s a bit premature to say 
that the networks are in total agree-
ment.”

Arum declined to say what those 
two issues were, saying he didn’t 
want to sabotage the negotiations 
just as they were reaching a criti-
cal juncture. And it was not clear 
whether the Mayweather side views 
the negotiations the same as Arum, 
or even if Mayweather will agree to 
the fight.

Mayweather’s adviser is Al Hay-
mon, who reportedly has been doing 
the negotiating on his fighter’s be-

half. But Haymon doesn’t talk to the 
media, and Mayweather commu-
nicates almost exclusively through 
social media.

Mayweather’s latest postings 
showed him enjoying a trip on a pri-
vate jet to the Caribbean and getting 
a fish pedicure. He did post on social 
media last week that a media report 
the fight was a done deal was a “lie.”

Arum said the major financial 
points of the fight have been agreed 
to, including a reported 60-40 split 
in the purse in Mayweather’s favor. 
Based on the fight doing a record 
$200 million or more in revenue, 
Mayweather’s payday could be at 
least $120 million.

“There’s a lot of devil in the de-
tails and that’s what we’re sorting 
through now,” Arum said. “The 

remaining issues are obviously im-
portant to the participants, and are 
things we have to work out.”

Mayweather’s representatives 
have dictated most of the terms of 
the fight, and Arum said Mayweath-
er will be the one to announce it if 
it is made.

Mayweather fights under con-
tract to Showtime, and Pacquiao 
to HBO, and there was speculation 
the networks could hold up the fight 
by not coming to terms themselves. 
But talks between top executives 
have been ongoing for weeks, and 
HBO issued a statementon Monday 
saying it was not an “impediment” 
to the fight.

An HBO spokesman declined 
comment on Thursday, and Show-
time executives were not immedi-

ately made available for comment.
While Mayweather has been va-

cationing, Pacquiao was heading 
home on Thursday to the Philip-
pines after a trip to the U.S. and 
England. While in Miami for the 
pageant, Pacquiao attended a Mi-
ami Heat basketball game the same 
night Mayweather was there, and 
the fighters exchanged numbers and 
discussed the fight.

They later met for an hour, and 
Arum said the meeting convinced 
him that Mayweather wanted to 
make the fight.

Before heading home, Pacquiao 
also met in Washington with Senate 
Minority Leader Harry Reid and 
on Thursday attended the National 
Prayer Breakfast, where President 
Barack Obama spoke. Agencies

The agent of David De Gea, 
Jorge Mendes, has confirmed 
that he is in talks with Man-

chester United over extending the 
goalkeeper’s contract with the club.

De Gea’s current deal runs out at 
the end of next season, and he has 
been heavily linked with a move to 
Real Madrid this summer.

However, Mendes has denied 

that any deal between De Gea and 
Madrid has been agreed.

He told Cadena Ser: “I am ne-
gotiating with Manchester United 
about De Gea’s renewal. It is not 
true that De Gea has found a deal 
with Real Madrid. I’m negotiating 
with Manchester United his exten-
sion.”

De Gea has started every match 
for United this season.

Lionel Messi grabbed a brace 
as Barcelona cruised to a re-
sounding 5-2 victory away at 

10-man Athletic Bilbao in La Liga 
this evening.

The victory now sees Barca move 
three points closer to Real Madrid 
in the league standings, with Carlo 
Ancelotti’s men leading by just one 
point at the summit.

The visitors took the lead after 15 
minutes had been played when Mes-
si fired in a free kick that took a de-
flection off a Bilbao player on its way 
into the back of the net.

Athletic thought they had pulled 
level when Iker Muniain turned in 
a brilliant ball for Aritz Aduriz, only 
for the striker to see his shot saved in 
the centre of goal.

Bilbao stopper Gorka Iraizoz was 
next to get into the thick of the action 
as he pulled off a wonderful stop to 
keep out an effort from Suarez after 
the Argentine had been found by 
Messi’s enticing ball.

The away side continued to press 
and they soon got their second goal 
of the game through Suarez, who 
thundered an effort low into the cor-
ner.

Athletic should have grabbed 
themselves a lifeline before the half-

time whistle, but Aduriz’s header 
smashed back off the post as he 
sought to make the most of some 
poor defending from Gerard Pique.

The home side did grab one goal 
back following the interval when 
Mikel Rico reacted quickest to a 
saved effort to smash into the net 
and make it 2-1.

Barcelona soon restored their two-
goal advantage as Messi returned 
again to bundle one home from Su-
arez’s cross in the 62nd minute.

Luis Enrique’s men seeming-
ly sealed the three points just two 
minutes later with a fourth goal, this 
time as Brazilian forward Neymar 
slid his attempt past Iraizoz after 
Messi’s delivery.

Bilbao looked to encourage a tense 
finish when a frenzied period came 
to its conclusion with an Aduriz’s 
effort from a tight angle to move the 
score to 4-2.

The hosts saw their hopes of pull-
ing off an unlikely comeback reduced 
with 15 minutes remaining, however, 
as Xabier Etxeita was shown a red 
card for a poor challenge on Suarez.

Barca came back to add a fifth in 
the dying embers of the game thanks 
to Pedro, who tucked in from close 
range having been picked out by Ser-
gio Busquets.

Boxing

It’s on!?: HBO, Showtime agree on $200 million 
Floyd Mayweather Jr. vs Manny Pacquiao fight

Jorge Mendes confirms 
David De Gea is in talks over new 

Manchester United deal

Barcelona put five past Athletic 
Bilbao to close the gap on 

Real Madrid

Only two remaining issues to be settled before much anticipated May 2 fight can be signed

Mayweather fights under contract to Showtime, and Pacquiao to HBO.



Tuesday 10 February, 2015 p7

Ministers have recently 
considered the findings of 
a Cuban study of the Sey-
chelles which projects that 
up to 3,788 households in 
Mahé, Praslin and La Digue 
could be flooded within the 
next 85 years. The study, car-
ried out between 2011 and 
2013 and discussed at the 
Cabinet of Ministers’ meet-
ing last month, cited the 
low-lying areas of districts 
in Baie Sainte Anne, Grand 
Anse Praslin, La Digue and 
Beau Vallon to be most at 
risk.

At the same time Seychelles 

is at the negotiation table to 
try and secure international 
agreement for plans to help 
address the global challenge 
of climate change. New Min-
ister for Environment, Ener-
gy and Climate Change, Di-
dier Dogley, and his principal 
secretaries, Wills Agricole 
(Climate Change and Energy) 
and Alain Decommarmond 
(Environment) certainly 
have their work cut out, both 
at home and abroad.

The Cuban study came 
about after President Michel 
travelled to Cuba in Novem-
ber 2009 and requested the 

government’s assistance in 
developing the Seychelles cli-
mate change studies. A team 
of five consultants under the 
leadership of Herminia Ser-
rano Mendez was dispatched 
to Seychelles bringing with 
them expertise in climate 
change modelling and impact 
assessment. Their work was 
completed in consultation 
with a range of ministries and 
agencies including the min-
istry of Land Use and Hous-
ing, the National Bureau of 
Statistics and the Seychelles 
Coast Guard. It was conduct-
ed in three phases: assessing 

the current situation; carry-
ing out coping strategies and 
assessing preliminary hazard 
analysis; and vulnerability 
assessments. Sea level rise 
and coastal flooding scenar-
ios for 2025, 2050 and 2100 
were all considered. Howev-
er, while the resulting reports 
are not yet publicly available, 
plans are now underway to 
take actions informed by the 
study.

Ministers have sought to in-
corporate the study’s findings 
within national planning ex-
ercises, as are plans to de-
velop a new Climate Change 

Training Centre of Excel-
lence which will be launched 
next month. The South Af-
rican Development Commu-
nity will assist the University 
of Seychelles in setting up 
the centre which will see up 
to 12 graduates complete a 
year’s training, with a princi-
pal focus on adaptation and 
mitigation. Principal Secre-
tary for Climate Change and 
Energy, Mr Wills Agricole, 
told TODAY that those join-
ing the Centre of Excellence 
will be assured a job upon 
completion of their training, 
albeit the budget is “not yet 
secured” and those behind 
the plans, which are under-
stood to be widely agreed, 
“will be knocking on the new 
Minister of Finance’s door” 
to secure funding.

Leadership on this agenda 
is coming from the top, with 
President Michel who until 
two weeks ago, himself held 
the brief, recently stating 
that “we must prepare our-
selves for the eventualities of 
our coastlines being heavily 
impacted by climate change, 
and reinforce our mitiga-
tion and protection efforts. 
At the same time, now more 
than ever, we must ensure 
the UNFCC talks in Paris this 
year produce a legally bind-
ing agreement that will slow 
down climate change, and 
prevent the significant sea-
level rise that threatens the 
survival of our islands”. 

Indeed the Principal Secre-
tary is currently in Geneva to 
meet with other Small Island 
States, negotiating on behalf 
of Seychelles in the lead-
in to the Paris-based talks. 
The meeting forms part of 
the broader United Nations 
Climate Change Conference 
Session of the Ad Hoc Work-
ing Group on the Durban 
Platform for Enhanced Ac-
tion (ADP) that opened on 
Sunday and will close on Fri-
day 13 February. It provides 
negotiators from around the 

world with their final chance 
to meet before May 2015, by 
which time UN rules dictate 
that the draft version of their 
negotiating text must be 
available. 

Mr Agricole told TODAY 
that “time is tight” explain-
ing that “the vast majority 
of governments agree global 
warming is an existential 
threat, but there is limited 
convergence on what should 
be done to avert catastrophic 
temperature rises.” He de-
scribed the initial draft, pro-
duced in Lima last year, as 
a “sprawling” text that now 
needs to be made more con-
cise and “negotiable”. The 
Principal Secretary is confi-
dent that negotiations will be 
constructive, especially given 
the “commitment and deter-
mination which has charac-
terised our works thus far”.

However, Seychelles cannot 
rely on international efforts 
alone, and Mr Agricole cites 
the recent Cabinet reshuffle 
as an example of how the 
government now demands 
greater action on climate 
change, action that is tan-
gible and shows real progress 
in Seychelles. For instance, 
he explained that Beau Val-
lon is likely to see signifi-
cant sea-level rises within 
the next 25 years and there 
is therefore a need to advise 
owners and investors about 
protecting their investments. 
However, discussions about 
the funding required for such 

protection efforts, and more 
specifically where that fund-
ing might come from, have 
yet to take place.

Seychelles is submitting a 
project to the Green Climate 
Fund Board to tap in the 
Green Climate Fund early 

given the fund’s adoption 
of a first-come-first-served 
philosophy, and last month’s 
Cabinet of Ministers meet-
ing will likely prove to be the 
first of many such meetings 
that discuss climate change. 
Indeed, Mr Agricole describes 
energy and climate change as 
“the most challenging threats 
of the 21st Century”, some-
thing reflected in part by 
the re-titling of the respon-
sible minister who is the new 
Minister for Environment, 
Energy and Climate Change 
(Rolph Payet having been the 
Minister for Environment 
and Energy). Minister Dog-
ley is certainly familiar with 
the brief having risen through 
the ranks, most recently as 
Mr Agricole’s predecessor as 
principal secretary.

Striking the right balance 
between local action and in-
ternational negotiations is 
something that Minister Dog-
ley has already had to manage 
in these, his first few days in 
post. It is undoubtedly a dif-
ficult balance to strike, but as 
Mr Agricole says, “while we 
continue to take important 
steps to address our issues 
at home, solving them fully 
will require concerted action 
from the entire international 
community with the appro-
priate financial and technical 
support”. Such support for 
Seychelles has most recently 
come from Cuba, and it now 
remains to be seen how well 
their studies help address 
what is an increasingly press-
ing challenge and threat to 
our islands.

Climate Change

La Digue could be underwater by 2100.

It’s a fact: sea levels will continue to rise.

Mahé is also threatened. 

Wills Agricole, principal secretary for Climate Change. 

40% of Praslin and La Digue could 
be underwater by 2100

The principal secretary of Environment in Geneva for important climate change negotiations.
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S ri Lanka’s Indepen-
dence Day is celebrat-
ed on 4 February to 

commemorate its political 
independence from British 
rule in 1948. It  was official-
ly celebrated in Seychelles 
on Sunday. 

All  the members of the 
Sri  Lankan community in 
Seychelles who attended 
Sunday’s event watched 
proudly as the High Com-
missioner of Sri  Lanka to 
Seychelles,  His Excellency 
Rajatha Piyatissa hoisted 
the national flag of Sri  Lan-
ka while Designated Minis-
ter Vincent Meriton hoisted 
the Seychelles flag.  While 
the flags were hoisted both 
countries ’  national an-
thems were played to mark 
the solemn moment. 

In addition, a minute of 
silence was observed in re-
membrance of the fallen Sri 
Lankan heroes who sacri-
ficed their l ives while fight-
ing for their country’s inde-
pendence.

The other delegates pres-
ent at the ceremony were 
the Finance Trade and Blue 
Economy Minister Jean 
Paul Adam, Acting Chief 
Justice Durai Karunakaran, 

the Chairman of Seychelles 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry,  Marco Francis 
and other dignitaries and 
members of the Sri  Lankan 
Association of Seychelles.

The programme began 
with the lighting of the 
traditional oil  lamp, which 
symbolizes peace and pros-
perity for representatives 
of Buddhist,  Hindu, Mus-
lim and Christian congre-
gation.

The High Commission-
er Rajatha Piyatissa wel-
coming the guests said 
that “true Independence 
and freedom can only ex-
ist in doing what is right 
and that’s  the exact path 
we have chosen with a new 
Government in place under 
the leadership of President 
Maithripala Sirisena.”

“We are fully behind Pres-
ident James Alix Michel 
and his Government in pro-
moting the Blue Economy 
which is of immense benefit 
to Sri  Lanka too us being an 
island nation,” stated the 
Sri Lankan High Commis-
sioner who also recalled the 
trade and culinary fair that 
was held for the first time in 
Seychelles under the theme 

‘International Food, Hotel 
Supplies & Trade Exhibi-
tion’  in November 2014 at 
the NSC Hall  Victoria.   He 
also expressed his gratitude 
to Seychelles for “the en-
couragement and facilita-
tion provided by Seychelles 
to us to join the ‘Vanilla Is-
land Organisation’ .” 

For his part,  Minister 
Meriton said that indepen-
dence is one of the most 
momentous events in the 
history of a country as it 
symbolizes the birth of a 
nation. It  is  a moment, he 
said,  when people step out 
from the old to the new, 
when an age ends, and an-
other begins.  It  is  a moment 
where the long cherished 
aspirations materialize and 
the hope for prosperity is 
renewed.

“Our two island-nations 
are bonded by a longstand-
ing and a mutually ben-
efiting relationship which 
has grown even deeper in 
the past few years.  The 
year 2014, brought new re-
newed momentum in our 
diplomatic ties,  fortified 
by the second visit  of then 
President Rajapaksa to Sey-
chelles in June. This monu-

mental visit  spearheaded 
much new collaboration 
between Sri Lanka and Sey-
chelles and the year became 
one of the most eventful in 
our bilateral relations yet,” 
stated the designated min-
ister.

 “The success of the Sey-
chelles Trade and Business 
Forum in Sri Lanka in Au-
gust 2014 is testimony to 
the massive economic poten-
tial between our two nations,” 
added Minister Meriton.

The day’s programme con-
tinued with traditional 
dances and songs, which de-
picted the ancient culture of 
Sri Lanka. Finally the event 
ended with a group song rep-
resenting all nationalities in 
Sri Lanka. 

Everyone sat down for a de-
licious traditional Sri Lank-
an lunch, which comprised of 
curries made of golden apple, 
jack fruit, bread fruit, coco-
nut sambol, salted fish and 
of course the most delicious 
and unique delicacy was the 
Konda Kavum ( a sweet made 
up of rice flour and honey).

The afternoon ended on a 
happy note as people wished 
each other well  and sang 
patriotic songs.

N. Dennis

Sri Lankan Independence Day

Mr. Meriton and Mr. Piyatissa unfurl the national flag.

Seychelles celebrates Sri Lanka 
The Sri Lankan community living in Seychelles celebrated the 67th of their country’s Independence Day last Sunday at the International Conference Centre of Seychelles.
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The fifth edition of the 
now well established 
Carnaval International 

de Victoria will take place 
from 24 to 26 April, the Sey-
chelles Tourism Board (STB) 
announced on Saturday eve-
ning during an event to launch 
the carnival-related activities  
at the Tequilla Boom disco-
theque. 

In the absence of Tourism 
Minister Alain St Ange, cur-

rently attending a conference 
in Cambodia, principal secre-
tary Lafortune joined the STB 
CEO, Sherin Naiken for a toast 
to fifth edition of Carnaval “as 
a milestone has been reached.”

Meanwhile Ms Naiken 
stressed on the importance of 
“reliving the magic of the first 
Carnival alongside the contin-
ued aspiration of bringing to-
gether so many colourful tra-
ditions and cultures”

Carnaval International de Victoria

Upon receiving her reward as the winner of this year’s Carnaval Interna-
tional de Victoria Song Competition, Telsy charmed attendees with her 

single launched in December 2014.

Dancers from the Mont Fleuri based National Conservatoire of Perform-
ing Arts build the momentum.

Tequilla Boom co-owner Zelda Sinon and Manager Danny Farra sur-
rounded by local “Cariocas”.

Let the countdown begin! 

PS Lafortune and STB CEO Sherin Naiken.

Countdown for fifth edition begins
Tourism authorities confident that the 2015 experience will bring even more visibility to the Seychelles.
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On Sunday February 1, 
fly-fishing guides made 
an unusual discovery 

in the lagoon of St. Francois 
atoll. Two small whales were 
seen floating upside down, ap-
parently dead on the surface of 
the water. They returned to Al-
phonse after their day of fish-
ing and reported the sighting 
to Island Conservation Society 
(ICS) conservation officer, Sam 
Balderson. From the descrip-
tions that they gave and from 
photos that had been taken 

Sam could see that it was a spe-
cies of beaked whale, but the 
exact species was difficult to 
determine. Sightings of beaked 
whales are quite rare as they 
spend most of their time out 
in the open ocean, diving to in-
credible depths, therefore Sam 
was keen to go out and collect 
more information. The fol-
lowing morning the ICS team, 
Sam and Chris Narty (Ranger), 
took a boat across to St. Fran-
cois to investigate. With the 
help of the fly-fishing guides 

they were able to locate one of 
the whales stuck on a sand flat. 
Unfortunately, overnight quite 
a lot of the whale had been eat-
en by sharks, making species 
determination even more dif-
ficult. However, it was clearly 
a beaked whale even if it was 
hard to determine the sex be-
cause of the damaged caused 
by sharks. Sam and Chris took 
as many measurements as pos-
sible (the length was 4.23m) 
and then took tissue samples 
for DNA analysis. It was decid-

ed that they should also try and 
keep the skeleton as a speci-
men. However the body of the 
whale was still too heavy to try 
and tow with their small boat, 
so they decided to just keep the 
skull. Hopefully analysis of the 
specimens collected by whale 
experts will lead to a positive 
identification of the exact spe-
cies of beaked whale.  

The cause of death of these 
two whales is almost impossi-
ble to determine, but it was es-
timated that they had died very 

recently perhaps only the day 
before the bodies were found, 
as the meat appeared very 
fresh and there was almost no 
smell. Perhaps they had en-
tered the lagoon and become 
lost in its complex maze of 
channels, unable to find their 
way out they may beached 
themselves by trying to travel 
across the shallow sandbanks. 
We will never know. 

ICS are currently working 
with the Marine Conservation 
Society Seychelles (MCSS) to 

try to better understand the 
distribution and activity of 
whales and dolphins within 
Seychelles’ waters. This find 
therefore comes at an inter-
esting time and will help in-
form future work. We still 
know very little about these 
amazingly elusive creatures, 
and in order to protect them 
from potential threats we 
need to know where they are 
in the ocean. So this find is 
another important piece in 
the puzzle.

Conservation 

Unusual sight.

Analysis of the specimen will hopefully lead to a positive identification of the exact specimen of beaked whale.

The cause of death is almost impossible to determine.

Tissue samples for DNA analysis were taken.

Beaked whales found 
in St. Francois lagoon
A couple of these elusive behemoths were discovered floating lifelessly earlier this month.

Contributed By: Island conservation society



At Zhang’s 36th birth-
day party, Wang Feng 
sent her a white drone 

carrying a diamond ring be-
fore getting on one knee to ask 
her to marry him.

She said “yes” amid tears and 
applause from a crowd of on-
lookers at the event.

Zhang is best known for her 
role in the hit martial arts 
film Crouching Tiger, Hidden 
Dragon.

The day after the proposal, 
Zhang posted a picture of fire-
works on a social media ac-
count with the words “I do”.

Her partner is a popular rock 
star in China and has been 
married twice before.

With Mandarin dialogue, 
Crouching Tiger, Hidden 

Dragon became a huge cross-
over success in the West.

Zhang has starred in almost 

30 films, including the Grand-
master, Memoirs of a Geisha 
and House of Flying Daggers.

Kasparov was born to a 
Jewish father and an Ar-
menian mother. He began 

playing chess at age 6, by age 13 
was the Soviet youth champion, 
and won his first international 
tournament at age 16 in 1979. 
Kasparov became an internation-
al grandmaster in 1980. From 
1973 to 1978 he studied under 
former world champion Mikhail 
Botvinnik.

Kasparov first challenged the 
reigning world champion Ana-
toly Karpov in a 1984–85 match, 
after he survived the Fédéra-
tion Internationale des Échecs 
(FIDE; the international chess 
federation) series of elimina-
tion matches. Kasparov lost four 
out of the first nine games but 
then adopted a careful defensive 
stance, taking an extraordinarily 
long series of drawn games with 
the champion. With Kasparov 
finally having won three games 
from the exhausted Karpov, 
FIDE halted the series after 48 
games, a decision protested by 
Kasparov. In the two players’ 
rematch in 1985, Kasparov nar-
rowly defeated Karpov in a 24-
game series and thereby became 
the youngest official champion in 
the history of the game.

In 1993 Kasparov and the Eng-

lish grandmaster Nigel Short left 
FIDE and formed a rival orga-
nization, the Professional Chess 
Association (PCA). In response, 
FIDE stripped the title of world 
champion from Kasparov, who 
defeated Short that same year to 

become the PCA world cham-
pion. In 1995 he successfully 
defended his PCA title against 
Viswanathan Anand of India.

In 1996 Kasparov defeated 
a powerful IBM custom-built 
chess computer known as Deep 

Blue in a match that attracted 
worldwide attention. Kasparov 
and the team of Deep Blue pro-
grammers agreed to have a re-
match in 1997. Deep Blue’s intel-
ligence was upgraded, and the 
machine prevailed. Kasparov 

resigned in the last game of the 
six-game match after 19 moves, 
granting the win to Deep Blue. 
In 2000 Kasparov lost a 16-
game championship match to 
Vladimir Kramnik of Russia.

Kasparov retired from com-
petitive chess in 2005, though 
not from involvement in chess. 
In particular, he produced an 
acclaimed series of books, Kasp-
arov on My Great Predecessors 
(2003–06), that covered all the 
world chess champions from 
Wilhelm Steinitz through Kar-
pov, as well as many other great 
players. He also kept in the pub-
lic eye with his decision in 2005 
to start a political organization, 
the United Civil Front, to oppose 
Russian Pres. Vladimir Putin. In 
2006 Kasparov was one of the 
prime movers behind a broad 
coalition of political parties 
that formed the Other Russia, a 
group held together by only one 
goal: ousting Putin from power. 
In 2007, following several pro-
test marches organized by the 
coalition in which Kasparov 
and other participants were ar-
rested, the Other Russia chose 
Kasparov as its candidate for the 
2008 presidential election but 
was unable to nominate him by 
the deadline.
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TODAY in History
1996: Kasparov loses 

chess game to 
computer

On this day in 1996, after 
three hours, world chess cham-
pion Gary Kasparov loses the 
first game of a six-game match 
against Deep Blue, an IBM com-
puter capable of evaluating 200 
million moves per second.  Man 
was ultimately victorious over 
machine, however, as Kasparov 
bested Deep Blue in the match 
with three wins and two ties and 
took home the $400,000 prize. 
An estimated 6 million people 
worldwide followed the action 
on the Internet.

Kasparov had previously de-
feated Deep Thought, the pro-
totype for Deep Blue developed 
by IBM researchers in 1989, but 
he and other chess grandmasters 
had, on occasion, lost to comput-
ers in games that lasted an hour 
or less. The February 1996 con-
test was significant in that it rep-
resented the first time a human 
and a computer had duked it out 
in a regulation, six-game match, 
in which each player had two 
hours to make 40 moves, two 
hours to finish the next 20 moves 
and then another 60 minutes to 
wrap up the game.

February 10th is the 42nd day of the year
1992: Mike Tyson 

convicted of raping 
beauty queen

Former heavyweight boxing 
champion Mike Tyson, accused 
of raping 18-year-old beauty-
pageant contestant Desiree 
Washington, is found guilty by 
an Indiana jury. The following 
month, Tyson was given a 10-
year prison sentence, with four 
years suspended. In July 1991, 
Tyson met Desiree Washington 
at a rehearsal for the Miss Black 
America pageant in Indianapolis. 
Washington accompanied Tyson 
back to his hotel room, where, in 
the early hours of July 19, he al-
legedly raped her. Tyson claimed 
the sex was consensual. The 
world-famous fighter was indict-
ed by a grand jury in September 
of that year and convicted in Feb-
ruary 1992. In March, he began 
serving his term at the Indiana 
Youth Center near Plainfield, In-
diana. While in prison, he report-
edly studied Islam and the writ-
ings of Mao Zedong and Malcolm 
X. He was released, after serving 
three years, in March 1995. Post-
prison, Tyson briefly recaptured 
the heavyweight title in 1996. 
However, the notorious pugilist 
continued to court controversy. 
In 1997, during a bout against 
Evander Holyfield, Tyson bit off a 
piece of the heavyweight champ’s 
ear; as a result, his boxing license 
was temporarily revoked.

Baftas 2015: Eddie Red-
mayne scoops best actor 

prize

Lifeline
Bruce Jenner involved in 

car crash

Grammy Awards: Sam 
Smith wins four prizes

Jenner himself wasn’t hurt, 
but seven others were taken to 
hospital.

A woman in her seventies was 
pronounced dead at the scene 
on the Pacific Coast Highway in 
Malibu.

An LA police spokesman said 
there was no indication that Jen-
ner, the stepfather of Kim Kar-
dashian, was being chased by 
nearby paparazzi.

Jenner’s publicist, Alan Ni-
erob, said the 65-year-old wasn’t 
hurt.

British soul singer Sam Smith 
has won four Grammy Awards 
in the US, including the presti-
gious prizes for record and song 
of the year and best new artist.

Smith was rewarded for being 
the only solo artist to sell more 
than a million albums in both 
the UK and US in 2014. Pharrell 
Williams, Beyonce and Rosanne 
Cash, daughter of country leg-
end Johnny, won three awards 
each. Beck won two, including 
best album. Other British win-
ners included Clean Bandit with 
Jess Glynne and Aphex Twin.

Eddie Redmayne has scooped 
the best actor prize at the Bafta 
Film Awards for his role as Pro-
fessor Stephen Hawking in The 
Theory of Everything.

Redmayne said it was “one of 
the best nights of my life”.

The film was also named out-
standing British film and won 
a third award for its adapted 
screenplay. Coming of age dra-
ma Boyhood - shot over 12 years 
with the same cast - was named 
best film, with Richard Linklater 
picking up best director prize.

Patricia Arquette also won the 
best supporting actress Bafta 
for her role in the film. The cer-
emony at London’s Royal Op-
era House on Sunday night was 
hosted by Stephen Fry.

Source: Bio.com

Celebrity Profile:

Garry Kasparov (1963-)

Source: BBC

ShowBiz
Crouching Tiger star to wed after 

drone proposal in China

Is a chess Grandmaster, former World Chess Champion, writer, and political activist, considered by many to be the greatest chess player of all time.

Chinese actress Zhang Ziyi is to wed after her musician boyfriend used a drone to 
propose to her, Chinese media report.
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TODAY in collabora-
tion with the Sey-
chelles Heritage 

Foundation, will be publish-
ing the entries in the form of 
posters, pictures, collection 
of artifacts etc that were en-
tered in the competition, ev-
ery Tuesday. 

The winners of the award 
in the Photography category 
(ages 14-17) were Elsa La-
bonte (first prize), Veena 
Rose (second prize) and Syl-
vie Nibourette (third prize).

In the drawing category 
(ages 14-17), the first prize 
went to Sharyfa Alcindor, 
second prize to Tariq Sulle-
man and third prize to Clara 
Lepathy. 

For the school of Mahe 
“Elite Club Heritage Award”, 
Photography category (ages 
6-9), Heidi Bistoque won 
the first prize. In the 10-
13 year-olds category, Jean 
Michel Marie won the first 
prize and Antoine Constance 
won the second prize. In the 
14-17 age group, Mary Con-
stance and Annadrey Ce-
lestine won the first prize, 
followed by Steve Monnaie 

(second prize). 
In the Drawing category 

(ages 6-9), the first prize 
went to Zelka Bistoquet, 
second prize to Ashaelle Vic-
tor and third prize to Naomi 
Laurence. Ages 10-13 saw 
Mary Belle as the first prize 
winner, Trevor Cadeau as 
second prize winner followed 
by Esther Barreau. In the 14-
17 category, Gino Leon won 
the first prize, followed by 
Kerrine Toussaint (second 
prize) and Guyan Anthony 
(third prize). 

All the entries were origi-
nal works and were produced 
during the year 2013/2014. 
The aim of the award was to 
“develop an appreciation of 
Seychelles cultural heritage 
legacy in schools, to improve 
the understanding of our 
heritage through research 
and other projects, to ac-
tively involve schools and the 
community participation in 
aspects of cultural heritage, 
preservation, conservation 
and promotion and to help in 
the preservation of Seychelles 
heritage sites”, says the Na-
tional Heritage Foundation.

National Heritage Foundation

Emilie Waye hive 15 years, from Beau Vallon Secondary School.

Children framing history
The Seychelles Heritage Foundation organized a national heritage award in April last year for children from 6 to 17 

years-old grouped in three different categories. The award ceremony was held in April 2014. 



PRODUCTS FROM AMERICA
 
DETAIL:  We are a US based company 
and we can supply any  products you desire 
from America. Also, we assist in purchas-
ing online and getting it delivered to you in 
a timely manner.
 
Contact: info@qpsusa.net  Website: www.
qpsusa.net

I annan Pye Palm pou vann. Sa ki enterese 
Tel: 2740785/2507393

We have Palm Tree For Sale. Interested 
person Tel: 2740785/2507393

Martin Hoarau
Hair & Beauty

Require a hair/colourist with 7 years 
experience in all aspect of hair dressing.
Call or text: 2524761

Looking for 4 cooks and 4 waitresses at 
the Porto Cervo Restaurant, Eden Plaza. 
Applicants should be between 18-35 years old. 
Interested candidates please contact: 2612025

Sea fever boat charters PTY LTD is look-
ing for a boat operation manager. Must 
have a qualified skipper’s licence and 
driver’s licence.  Attractive salary. Kindly 
email your application with relevant doc-
uments to seafevercharters@hotmail.com 
or phone 4373717 for appointment.
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How To Play
The objective is to fill the blank squares with the correct numbers 
•Every row of 9 must include all digits 1 to 9 in any order
•Every column of 9 must include all digits 1 to 9 in any order
•Every 3 x 3 sub-grid must include all digits 1 to 9 in any order
Fill the other empty cells with numbers between 1 and 9 
A number should appear only once on each row, column and 3 x 3 region

1. How many ponies did the pony express use weekly? 

2. 83% of all Americans purchase what product? 

3. Madrid there are more what in one street than all of Finland? 

4. A Woman to Remember was the worlds first what in Feb 1947? 

5. Collective Nouns – a Cast of what? 

6. What links Jack Loving Girls and Nurse? 

7. What does the girls name Rebecca mean? 

8. If you landed at Carthage airport where would you be? 

9. Who is the Patron Saint of Young Boys? 

10. In Salt lake city illegal to carry an unwrapped what in street? 

Quick Quiz Answers: 1. None – They used only horses 2. Peanut Butter 3. Bars 4. TV 
Soap Opera 5. Falcons 6. Carry on Films 7. Noose 8. Tunis 9. St Pancreas 10. Ukulele
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Yesterday’s solution

1. Marquis de ____
5. Furrow
8. Zulu warriors
12. Goddess of discord (Greek 
mythology)
13. Outcast
15. Accomplishes
16. Corrode
17. Love intensely
18. A Freudian stage
19. A fizzy drink used as an antacid
22. Mineral bearing rock
23. Also
24. Poop

26. Contemptuous smiles
29. A modern ballroom dance
31. Consumed food
32. Detect
34. Beach
36. An audible exhale
38. Tall woody perennial grasses
40. Anagram of “Nose”
41. An African livestock enclosure
43. Alert
45. Doctrine
46. Stripe
48. Make smaller
50. Islamic prayer leader

51. Be victorious
52. Governor (abbrev.)
54. Helped
61. Downwind
63. Parlor
64. Hillside
65. Unfreeze
66. Support for an injured arm
67. Adoration
68. An oil-rich bean or seed
69. Fall behind
70. Looked at

1. A member of a Slavic people
2. Wild African sheep
3. A thin flat circular plate
4. Land
5. Attempt again
6. “Once ____ a time”
7. A three-tone Chadic language
8. Anagram of “Aid”
9. Not stereo
10. A juicy gritty-textured fruit
11. Small island
13. Worker
14. Barf 
20. Anagram of “Rose”
21. Historical periods

25. Dull pain
26. Mixes
27. In a harmful manner
28. Move stealthily
29. A durable aromatic wood
30. Came up
31. Request
33. Stitch
35. Emergency Services Manage-
ment
37. Damage
39. Distorting 
42. Grows on a tree
44. Assemble or modify written 
material

47. Gather
49. Not capable
52. Legs
53. Margarine
55. Phone
56. An ancient city in Asia Minor
57. Not short
58. Where beautiful Helen was from
59. Cornice
60. Accomplishment
62. Estimated Time of Arrival

Across

Down

20 Feb – 20 March
You need to explain to 
friends and relatives why you 
have done certain things. 
What your motives were is 
actually of secondary impor-
tance, what matters most is 
that they can see it is part of 
some kind of plan and not 
just random.

21 March – 20 April
You will find it ridiculously 
easy to get people to do what 
you desire over the next few 
days and you should take ad-
vantage of it. A smile here and 
a compliment there and they 
will be falling all over them-
selves to do you favours.

21 April – 21 May
The people you will have to 
deal with today respect facts 
and figures, so show them 
your plans and let them 
know how you can make 
them work. If they think you 
know what you are talking 
about they will support you 
to the hilt.

22 May – 21 June
There can be no more excus-
es for putting off something 
you should have taken care of 
a long time ago. You can and 
you must find a way to get it 
done – all it takes is a bit of 
imagination followed by lots 
of application.

23 Aug – 23 Sept
If you need to commu-
nicate with employers or 
other important people 
now is the time. You will 
find it easy to put across 
your ideas and make a 
good impression. But don’t 
try too hard – make it seem 
as if it all comes naturally.

24 Sept – 23 Oct
Tell the truth as you see it. 
There will be a lot of noise 
and confusion over the next 
few days and much of it will 
be designed to lead you away 
from what is really going 
on – but you are not so eas-
ily fooled.

24 Oct – 22 Nov
Your attitude towards some-
thing will harden today 
and you will refuse to make 
changes or meet others half-
way. And that’s good because 
the planets indicate you will 
only get where you want to go 
if you know your own mind.

23 Nov – 21 Dec
Spell out what it is you 
are planning to do and let 
friends and work colleagues 
know you could do with 
some assistance. Chances 
are they will rush to your 
side and do whatever they 
can to help. They know a 
winner when they see one.

22 Dec – 20 Jan    
You need to let someone 
know that you are under no 
obligation to do their bid-
ding. This may come as a 
surprise to them as you have 
allowed them to get away 
with so much, but it’s time to 
draw a line in the sand.

21 Jan – 19 Feb
If the plans you made a 
month or two back don’t 
seem to be working out 
the way you intended, junk 
them today and start again. 
The sooner you start mak-
ing changes the sooner your 
confidence will grow. You 
have got to be bold.

23 July – 22 Aug
If you find you cannot 
handle a task on your own 
today don’t be shy about 
getting assistance. Friends 
and family will rally round 
if you ask them to but if you 
insist on struggling on alone 
they won’t lift a finger to 
help you.

22 June – 22 July
Try not to let worries and fears 
get the better of you today. Cos-
mic activity in one of the more 
sensitive areas of your chart 
means you must consciously 
and continually strive to stay 
cheerful. Go on, give it a try – it’s 
really not that hard.

Renault Clio, 2003, manual and burgun-
dy colour.  Asking price is SCR90,000.  
Tel: 2501354

Expat power leaving the country, 
HYUNDAI i20, 1400 CC, GL, Automat-
ic, 2013, Colour Pristine Blue, excellent 
condition almost new, 6100 KM., RS 
290.000 or highest bidder. Tel: 2724665

Honda City, Year 2011. Great condition 
only driven by a lady, 1600 cc Manuel. 
Serious Buyer  call :- 2510415 or 2515437

Honda Civic 1.8 litre Vtec - 7 years - 
Old manual.  Full option - For sale SCR 
200,000 negotiated. For viewing con-
tact Tel: 2597118  

Terios 1500 cc, 3 years on the road, 42 
000 Km, Perfect condition not one 
scratch, Look on www.realestate.sc 
Front Page, SR288, 000 or highest bid-
der, Serious Buyer call Michel 2719292

Marina flat between Eden Island and 
airport - Duplex
3 bedrooms including 1 master bed-
room – all air condition
Large living room/American plan 
kitchen
2 Bathrooms/3 toilets
1 veranda+1 balcony
All furniture & electrical appliances
Private parking/Private boat pontoon 
and Mooring
Full security
2300 euro per month (inclusive of tax 
and charges)

Available as from 01 March 2015 - 
Contact nos. 4297128/2526262

Spacious two bedroom flat, furnished 
to a high standard, just renovated, close 
to town. Rs8000. Call 2520012.

For Sale 1500 Sqm of land at La Misere. 
Partly oversees the sea. Tel: 2812599

Un-furnished 5 bedroom house for rent 
at Reef Estate, Au Cap, Serious person 
call 2838996

A Company requires a bedsitter or one bed-
roomed apartment in the central or sur-
rounding areas for occupation by the end of 
January 2015. Call: 4374888

Young family of three people is looking for 
a house to rent for the period of 1-3 months 
on Praslin Island. Requirements to the 
house: kitchen, 2 rooms, with furniture and 
all necessary appliances. Price ap to 8000 
scr. E: ecars.sey@gmail.com]

• Brand New Toyota Rav4 SUV
• 2000 CC Manual Transmission 2WD
• Aircon / AM/FM/CD Radio Player with 
USB port
• Power Steering / Power Windows
• Dual Air Bags
• Power door locks with keyless Entry
• Floor Carpet

Serious interested buyers please call: 
2582565 for more details and price.

Hyundai Accent 1.6 GLS.  Hatchback.  
Year 2013.  Low mileage.  Automatic.  
Leather seats.  Colour light blue.  Con-
dition as new.  Viewing at PMC garage, 
Providence.
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