
The two four month old ba-
bies, named Samali and 
Ludivine by the island’s lo-

cal children, were initially spotted 
by inhabitants of the village.

Whilst the adult female popu-
lation are known to lay between 

25-50 eggs each year, only 1% of 
hatchlings survive, making con-
servation vital for this threatened 
species.

The two newborns have been re-
located to the nursery at La Passe 
village where they are being cared 

for by ICS specialists. Once ma-
ture enough to survive in the wild, 
at around five years old, they will 
be released back to Grande Barbe 
with the rest of the thriving tor-
toise community.

“Hilton Seychelles Labriz Re-

sort & Spa are fully in support of 
the amazing work that ICS and 
the local community continue to 
achieve on Silhouette Island. We 
pledge to support these efforts to 
ensure Silhouette remains a haven 
for these rare indigenous flora and 
fauna, and look forward to seeing 
them thrive,” states Andre Borg, 
General Manager of the resort.

A population of eight adult tor-
toises freely roam coastal forests, 
marshes and can even be spotted 
in the small settlement in Grande 
Barbe.

Up until 2010, tortoises were 
protected as part of a conservation 
project on Silhouette led by the 
Nature Protection Trust of Sey-
chelles (NPTS), ultimately leading 
to the birth of over 150 of these 
rare animals. The hugely success-
ful breeding programme allowed 
diversification of the giant tortoise 
and allowed the establishment of 
similar sanctuaries in other loca-
tions throughout Seychelles.

In 2010, the island’s remaining 
adult tortoises were relocated into 
the wild, where the sheltered sur-

rounding of Grande Barbe have 
allowed them to thrive.

In hopes of continuing the excel-
lent conservation work already in 
place, the ICS has proposed the 
construction of a future centre 
and nursery for the conserva-
tion of these majestic creatures, 
to begin 2018.

The natural environment of 

Hilton Seychelles Labriz Resort 
& Spa is rich in nature and pro-
vides the ideal environment for 
the unique wildlife of the Sey-
chelles. As the only resort on the 
island, and with over 93% of Sil-
houette designated as National 
Park, the interior of the island 
emanates an untouched, natural 
beauty.
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The two hatchlings have been relocated to the nursery at La Passe village 
where they are being cared for by ICS specialists.

Two newly-hatched giant tortoises beat the odds
Two giant tortoises which hatched on Silhouette’s isolated Grande Barbe coastal region in December last year, are the first babies seen on the island since 2014. The Hilton Labriz 

Seychelles and the Island Conservation Society (ICS) have joined forces to ensure the continued survival of these hatchlings.

by S. Marivel

Samali and Ludivine were named by the island’s local children

National Sea Rescue 
Institute (NSRI) 
Knysna deputy sta-

tion commander Declan 
Nurse said the duty crew re-
sponded aboard the sea res-
cue craft Jaytee IV at 7.15am 
on Saturday following reports 
from staff at the St. James 
Hotel of a whale shark ap-
pearing to be stranded on the 
shoreline 4km up the Knysna 
lagoon.

“On arrival on the scene the 
animal, appearing to be weak 
and in ill-health, was assisted 
with breathing using a water 
pump to pump water through 
its gills and the animal ap-
peared to gather strength,” he 
said.

Advice was sought from spe-
cialists and the NSRI crew 
were joined on the scene by 

SA National Parks (SAN-
Parks) rangers. The Knysna 
Motor Strippers towing com-
pany provided towing strops 
which were used to attempt 
to return the animal to the 
water. A group of paddlers 
also joined the efforts to try 
to save the whale shark.“Once 
in deeper water, initially the 
animal appeared to swim but 
on further observation the 
animal appeared to lose the 
will to fight and it is strongly 
suspected, according to ma-
rine specialists and vets, that 
the cold water was what af-
fected the animal – normally 
found further north in Kwa-
Zulu-Natal in warmer wa-
ters,” Nurse said.

“We then used the strops 
provided to tow the animal 
using our sea rescue craft and 

attempts were made to return 
the animal to deep-sea water 
beyond the Heads in an ef-
fort to give the animal its best 
chance at survival, but each 
time we neared the Heads 
where water temperature 

was colder the whale shark 
escaped and returned to the 
shallower warmer waters 
nearer to sand banks.

“The whale shark is cur-
rently about a nautical mile 
from the Heads inside of the 

lagoon in shallower warmer 
waters and although we are 
cautiously optimistic that 
the whale shark may survive 
SANParks rangers will con-
tinue to monitor the animal 
which remains close to their 

offices. NSRI thank all who 
assisted, SANParks rangers 
and the public,” Nurse said.

Whale sharks – the biggest 
fish in the world – are docile, 
non-aggressive animals that 
pose no danger to humans.

A whale shark which took up up temporary residence in the Knysna 
lagoon is carried to deeper water in the lagoon.

Endangered species

Whale shark takes to warm waters
A whale shark appears to have taken up temporary residence in the Knysna lagoon in an effort to avoid the colder 

water on the sea side of the Knysna Heads, in the Western Cape Province of South Africa.


