Island Conservation Society

Vegetation makes a

difference

Throughout 2018 on Aride Island Special Reserve, a team of Island Conservation
Society (ICS) staff were lucky to be part of a training experience focused on vegetation

management.

Nasreen Khan - Conservation Officer Aride Island

he objective was to increase
Tthe survival of seabirds

through improved knowl-
edge of vegetation in protected
areas and simultaneously sup-
port the Seychelles Magpie Robin
population by understanding more
about habitat utilisation.

Thanks to the GOS- UNDP-GEF
Outer Islands Project ten partici-
pants were part of this unique and
critical training experience. Over
the year, various trainings were
executed and techniques learned
were employed to improve the is-
lands core wildlife. This fitted in
perfectly with ICS objectives and
the island’s vegetation manage-
ment plan. Several courses were
undertaken in the field and train-
ees got firsthand experience of all
of Aride’s flora, enabling partici-
pants to collect and classify speci-
mens to species level. At the end
of the course they were competent
in identifying most common flora
on the island. Other trainings
involved identification and effi-
cient removal of invasive species
to make it suitable for utilization
by the critically endangered Sey-
chelles Magpie Robin population
and other species.

Vegetation management of na-

ity [ * N LTS :
; - 4
b . A

il

tive species like Pisonia grandis,
was also a key component of the
trainings. Crucial areas of Pisonia
management were identified by
participants, particularly in sea-
bird breeding areas, where Pisonia
has been seen to cause massacres
of chicks in Sooty and Roseate
colonies, both these species have
utilized the newly open areas this
year, thus highlighting the enor-
mous success of this specific veg-
etation removal.

Health and Safety was also an im-
portant part of the training as par-
ticipants used dangerous equip-
ment during invasive removal and
when managing native flora. The
last part of the training involved
implementation of a nursery and
replanting ideal species in im-
poverished areas of the island, in
an effort to nourish the soil to in-
crease invertebrate communities.
Invertebrates are a key component
in the diet of the endangered Sey-
chelles Magpie Robin, these birds
reside only in quality habitat with
sufficient food, by increasing food
availability in other areas, this can
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indirectly help increase the Sey-
chelles Magpie Robin Population
on Aride. The trainings ensured
that participants learned practical
skills together, which in turn will
lead to improving the islands eco-
system.

Overall the training objectives
were met and all believed that the
knowledge obtained from the ex-
perience would contribute to im-
proved general management of the
Special Reserve and to the skills of
the staff involved.
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Staff assessing vegetation



