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2022 marked 13 years since a breeding programme for Aldabra

Giant Tortoises (Aldabrachelys gigantea) was introduced on

Desroches Island. The tortoise adoption programme has

successfully helped increase this initial population from 58 to

over 250 individuals. Last year, 20 tortoises were released into

the wild after reaching 9 kilograms whilst 4 hatchlings were

found. This year, 6 tortoises have been released and 16

hatchlings have been found. There are currently 20 hatchlings,

30 juveniles and 20 adults in the tortoise sanctuary. Thank you

to all of our 63 adopters who keep this programme going. Your

support and financial contributions are very much appreciated.

ICS Management Team
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My Story...
Alfreda, Alfred, Alfonso and Alf.

As a child in England, I had to go to the dentist
and have a tooth removed. Afterwards, my
mother bought me a tortoise for being such a
“good boy” and I named her Alfreda. I then had
to go back to the dentist to have another tooth
removed and again, my mother bought me
another tortoise. I called him Alfred, thinking
that if I shouted “Alf” then they would both
come running over. A short while later, we
adopted a stray whom I called Alfonso, for the
same reason. 
The three of them were great company but,
needless to say, they did not often respond
when I shouted Alf. I kept the tortoises until my
early twenties when I moved to Hong Kong. By
then tortoises had become a protected species
in the UK and so I donated them to Whipsnade
Zoo, where I knew that they would be well
looked after. So obviously, when I adopted a
tortoise on Desroches, he had to be called Alf. It
was supposed to be a birthday gift but COVID-
19 happened and we had to cancel our visit to
Desroches. However, this year albeit two years
late, I could finally visit Alf and take a photo
with him. Alf reminds me of the three tortoises I
had as a child. 

He is four times special!
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"It was supposed to be
my 60th birthday gift
but we only met two

years later..."
NEAL STOW



 5 THINGS YOU DID NOT KNOW ABOUT TORTOISES

WANT TO ADOPT? 
Contact the Island Conservation Society (ICS)

located at Pointe Larue, Mahe Island, Seychelles

on communications@ics.sc or visit 

 http://www.islandconservationseychelles.com

       Find us also on: 
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 1. THEY CAN DRINK THROUGH THEIR
NOSE!

Tortoises have adapted to dry

environments. They drink through their

nose which gives them access to

freshwater in small rock crevices and

shallow areas. 

2.  GIRL OR BOY?
Like other reptiles, the sex of the

hatchlings depend on the temperature

of the soil. Low temperature results in

higher percentage of males and a high

temperature results in more female

offspring. 

3. HISS LIKE A SNAKE
Tortoises make an involuntary hissing

sound when they are scared. This

sound occur when air is expelled from

the lungs to allow space for the

tortoise's neck and head to retract

inside the body cavity. 

4.  WHO'S UP FOR A SWIM?
Unlike turtles, tortoises are not very

good swimmers. They can however

float despite their weight as their

bodies are buoyant. 

5.  TORTOISES ARE OPPORTUNISTIC FEEDERS
Even though tortoises mainly feed on

grass and leaves, they may eat small

invertebrates or even carrion.  

http://www.islandconservationseychelles.com/


 

There are no records of when
George was hatched. However, we
estimate him to be at least 100
years old. George is very
promiscuous. He does not have a
preferred female mate. He is very
friendly to everyone on Desroches
and likes to hang out in the
villages. When the sun is high up in
the sky, he often lies under large
trees of Beach gardenia (Guettarda
speciosa) for a siesta. At night, you
can find him sleeping on the road,
so be careful when riding your bike
after sunset!
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70 AND COUNTING
 2022 was the year in which the highest

number of tortoise hatchlings were found.

As tortoises are released from the rearing

pen when they reach 9 kilograms, it is often

by chance that small hatchlings are found

by visitors or staff of IDC or ICS. In October,

the team witnessed the emergence of two

hatchlings from a nest. They only weighed

42 grams and with a carapace length of 7.5

cm. It's just amazing to think that one day

these little 'golf ball' sized tortoises will

reach 160 kg if they are females and at least

250 kg for males. At present, there are 70

tortoises in the sanctuary.  

HAVE YOU MET 'BIG
GEORGE'?

PROTECT
ALDABRA

GIANT LAND
TORTOISES. 
CHOOSE TO

ADOPT.



Elza Lespoir - Budding artist lends
a hand to ICS' conservation efforts
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"I wanted to show how tortoises are an
important part of our ecosystem, as well

as being simply wonderful creatures. They
are also a storied and celebrated part of

our Creole culture. I am very proud to have
been part of this initiative, and I hope that

those who receive a pack with my
paintings on it will cherish it forever."

ELZA LESPOIR
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:  

LESPOIR.REBECCA@GMAIL .COM

 

This year we are delighted to add two new paintings to

our tortoise adoption pack. The paintings were done by

twenty-four-year-old Elza Lespoir. Elza holds a Diploma

in Fine Arts from the Seychelles Institute of Art and

Design (S.I.A.D) and an IGCSE A Level in Fine Art. Since

2019, she has been furthering her studies at the 中央美

术学院 Central Academy of Fine Arts（CAFA）in

China. It was during the COVID-19 pandemic that Elza

took time to paint for ICS. 

https://www.facebook.com/CAFA1918


It is not an easy feat to take care of

70 tortoises. Luckily, the Island

Conservation Society (ICS) has a

dedicated team of conservationists

who have made it their life's goal to

protect and preserve the ecosystem

of Desroches Island. In 2022, the

team has been led by Conservation

Officer, William McNeely and

Assistant Conservation officer

Elena Levorato, two biologists

specialising in eco-ethology and

chemical ecology from the

University of Neuchâtel in

Switzerland. 
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 MEET THE TEAM

They have been assisted by Seychellois Ranger, Liam Padayachy. Late in the year, Mauritian
Annabelle Cupidon joined the team as Consultant Conservation Officer. The team of four was

also strengthened and supported by the Conservation Guide of Four Seasons Desroches,
Aleksandar Zivkovic. 

"It has been a pleasure working with these gentle creatures. In
the past two years we have been able to monitor their growth

and they have become part of our daily lives." 
WILLIAM MCNEELY


