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Foreign Affairs

Ambassador Ronnie Jumeau retires, Ambassador Dick Esparon resigns
Changes in the organisational structure of the Foreign Affairs Department of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Tourism are underway,
heralded by the announcement of the return of former Foreign Secretary Claude Morel to the service, the retirement and resignation from
their posts of Ambassadors Ronnie Jumeau and Dick Esparon, and the reassignment and recall of heads of overseas missions due to financial
constraints faced by the country.

T

he Foreign Affairs Department is undertaking fundamental changes in its
organisational structure which
will be completed by the end of the
year, the department has revealed.
The Minister for Foreign Affairs
and Tourism, Ambassador (Amb.)
Sylvestre Radegonde, explained
that the organisational and functional changes are necessary to
ensuring a more streamlined and
efficient structure through the
re-allocation of bilateral and multilateral portfolios, among other
factors.
In line with these changes, and
after taking into consideration the
present financial constraints faced
by the country, three of Seychelles’
overseas missions, namely, in Co-

lombo, Havana and Geneva will
be closed. Their heads of missions,
respectively Ambassador Conrad
Mederic, Ambassador Lalatiana
Accouche and Ms. Gayethri Pillay
are being recalled to Seychelles to
assume other responsibilities.
The Seychelles High Commissioner to the United Kingdom,
Ambassador Derick Ally, is also
being recalled to Seychelles to take
up another assignment in the department.
Ambassador Marie-Antoinette
Rose-Quatre, having completed
her term as High Commissioner to
the Republic of South Africa, has
already been assigned new responsibilities in the Department.
In a related development, Ambassador Dick Esparon has an-

Amb. Dick Esparon, Seychelles’ first resident High Commissioner
to Delhi, has resigned

Maison Quéau de Quincy - Department of Foreign Affairs
nounced his resignation, which
has been accepted with regret by
President Wavel Ramkalawan, a
statement from the Department of
Foreign Affairs said. Ambassador
Esparon was appointed as Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary in July 2017 and was
accredited as Seychelles’ first resident High Commissioner to Delhi
in February 2018. He was in post
for three years until his appointment as resident Ambassador to
the United Arab Emirates, a post
he held before being appointed as
Secretary of State for Poverty Alleviation in 2016. He subsequently

rejoined Foreign Affairs in 2019 in
his capacity of an ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
and earlier this year was appointed
Ambassador to the Indian Ocean
countries.
In yet another development,
Ambassador Ronnie Jumeau has
announced his retirement from
government service. Ambassador
Jumeau is Seychelles’ Ambassador
to the United States of America
and Permanent Representative to
the United Nations (UN). Ambassador Jumeau, it is to be noted,
was first appointed to this post in
2007, after which he was assigned

a different post in 2012, serving as
Ambassador for Climate Change
and Small Island Developing
States, cumulating to date all the
afore-mentioned posts in a longserving diplomatic career.
President Ramkalawan and
Minister (Amb.) Radegonde have
extended their gratitude to both
Ambassador Esparon and Ambassador Jumeau for their invaluable
contribution to the country’s diplomatic service, hard work and
loyalty, and wished them every
success in their future endeavours.
Replacements for the vacant posts
will be announced at a later date.

INTERNATIONAL
NEWS LINE
France to inspect 76
mosques in coming days

France will be inspecting 76
mosques in the coming days in
a "massive and unprecedented"
operation against separatism, the
country's interior minister said
Wednesday, Anadolu reports.
Gerald Darmanin said state services will be monitoring and controlling 76 Muslim places of worship — 16 in the Paris region and
60 in the rest of France — and
that some of these mosques may
be shut down. Of the mosques, 18
will be targeted by "immediate
actions" at Darmanin's request.
According to the Le Figaro newspaper, Darmanin sent a circular
to the country's governors on the
inspection of the mosques.
Source: MEMO
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Lands and Housing

Return of state land by United Seychelles under spotlight
In the National Assembly on Tuesday 2 December, Minister Rangasamy was unable to provide the National Assembly with detailed
information about the plots of land the United Seychelles party was meant to return to the state, claiming that he would like more time to
evaluate the issue and bring forward credible information.
by J. Larue

T

he hot topic was brought
forward by MNA of Mont
Buxton, Hon. Gervais
Henrie. His question was in relation to the plots of land the United Seychelles party was expected
to return to the government. He
asked about the location of these

plots of land, how much money
the party was paid for the properties, and how many properties
have not been returned by United
Seychelles party.
Hon. Gervais Henrie was not
satisfied with the answer he received. He criticised the Ministry
of Lands and Housing, by stating,
“The Ministry has this informa-

Minister Billy Rangasamy

tion, which we should have been
given this morning. Today, I don’t
see, as you said it, action, action,
action. I only hear complications.”
Minister Rangasamy stated in
response, “Given that this subject is very important, I’m asking that you give me some more
time so study these documents to
be able to give you the information. When I state how much it
costs, I want to make sure I have
the exact figures. […] My want to
do things professionally and correctly, which is why I do not want
to mislead the assembly with information I am not comfortable
with.”
Prior to this topic, Hon. Gervais
Henrie had posed another question to the Minister in relation
to the district he represents. He
asked, “Is the Ministry of Lands
and Housing planning to execute
the plan to construct a housing
estate at Lari Hangard (Hangard
street) in Mont Buxton? How
many units and rooms will be
built on it and how long will this

project take?”
Minister Rangasamy’s response
to the question was straight forward. He confirmed that the Ministry does have plans to redevelop
the terrain at Moosa Lane at Lari
Hangard, and it is in fact one of
their top priorities expected to
start next year. They initially aim
at constructing 16 units, with two

bedrooms and eight units with
three rooms. According to Minister Rangasamy, the Ministry is
facing complications to execute
the project because the road leading to the area is narrow. Despite
these difficulties, the project is
being pushed forward and plans
are being made to make the area
more accessible.

Hon. Gervais Henrie

Fishing boat intercepted in Aride Special Reserve
On Thursday, 3 December 2020, the Island Conservation Society reported that they had been notified by the
Seychelles Coast Guard that a vessel was caught engaging in illegal fishing in the Aride Special Reserve.

T

the surrounding marine area
extending to 1.2km from the
shoreline is designated as a Special Reserve. ICS is committed
to protecting the Aride Special
Reserve from unlawful activities in close collaboration with

the Seychelles Coast Guard and
the Ministry of Agriculture, Climate Change and Environment.
However, TODAY was contacted by Darell Green of the
Praslin Fisherman’s Association
on 3 December who claimed

Source: Sky

Bangladesh begins
transfer of Rohingya to
controversial island

Illegal fishing

he authorities concerned
are now handling the
case and further investigations are ongoing. As per the
National Parks and Nature Conservancy Act, Aride Island and

Ivanka Trump has been questioned this week under oath as
part of the Washington DC attorney general's investigation into
an alleged misuse of non-profit
funds for her father Donald
Trump's inauguration four years
ago. District of Columbia Attorney General Karl Racine claimed
Mr Trump's real estate business
and other entities misused nonprofit funds to enrich the Trump
family.

that the fishermen were approached and told by the Coast
Guard to go back to shore and
later told they were fishing in a
marine park, an offence, despite
the GPS reading that they were
1.2 nautical miles away from the

marine park. Green also pointed out that the authorities have
what he described as a “negative
mindset” and that authorities
on Cousin, Cousine and Aride
should have markers or buoys
to note boundaries.

Bangladesh began transferring
several hundred Rohingya refugees on Thursday (Dec 3) to what
the UN and rights groups worry
is a dangerous low-lying island
prone to cyclones and floods. Almost a million Rohingya - most
of whom fled a military offensive in neighbouring Myanmar
in 2017 - live in a vast network
of squalid camps in south-east
Bangladesh. With many of them
refusing to return without guarantees for their safety and rights,
and with violent drug gangs and
extremists active on the sites,
the Bangladeshi government has
grown increasingly impatient to
clear out the camps.
Source: Straits Times

