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A Ranger Turned Assistant

Conservation Officer for the
Island Conservation Society (ICS)

Ty A Vandervalk

Ibamal Copservabion Society
(1CS) b & mon-grvermmental or
paiisatin and siplove 0 Pang
wrn wha are stationsd in 7 slands/stolls
ol the Seywhelles sschipelags. The vast
munjority of their work involves moniioe
bng varimis msnine and terrestrial spe
v, rangrrs sls swrve a8 & deberrence e
et brhanions
Said Harrvha, originally o ranger whn
i stationed home ha home Island, Sil-
housetie, started s o Ranger after his
studies st the Maritime Academy and
b, stnncw then, worked on various ather
ialamds
Promoted 0 Assistant  Conseroation
(Mficer, the next step in his cureer, Mr
Harryba hopes o0 achieve maore aller
compleiing a WS in Knvinsient on s
Ll bverrnity lewel
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A ranger b the firsd step in monsera
tlon commencemenl. A unger b the
perrnasn that oollects data on the fald,
anel they form the group thet aesists the
conservation officers w belp implement
bieliversity programmes on the lalands
in Srychelles. As woll as that, a ranger
ey go through times when they patral
lon eiawisty | b HH? it the ltulr_!.'illl'h itill
ervimmment, snsaring that evwrvthing s
running smessihly by communicating to
higher officers. We also monitor specific
species, ot s and on lamd

Wlal msaddle yom wmant o beosdne a
Famger "
Hecause 1 grew up on an island: the

imner island of Sillbowstte. | have abways
been interestel i the emisomment, amd
I wtarted o walch documentario anil
natare channels when | was in post-awe-
uindary, | believe

I think this slided on to the exposiire
and mderest. It enovarsged me W lean
trwards Uhis carver path and § really en-
Jid it aivd womild lilie o progress .ﬂn! tahyw
i further i e future

Do snir evemywiemis [ace a lod of dam
age”

Yeu! Coral is one of the habitats in Sey-
chelles amad aroumd the world that faees
i ot of danger oo & wide scale; this bs
known as coral bleaching This happen
when there s an incresse in bempen-
tures in the ooean which lesds w the
oorals dying. This ks ane of the shvious
sightings in conservathn that experts
and even by passers may nobtice. 11 s

soimething that & regularky observwd,
wiid s wn mspert thal b allecting the
cokimtry i 5 lerge srale

Whai wevs rmn we, s the oumnu
nity, help sowiuts sl }n-|:|| Ve emvirnm
nient

Firsthy, vumi vosaled bevomne & ranger, vn
b bihin the codservationist sciety anid
ke & difference o the ecosystem aml
ti the coumiry. There are people that you
coume seross and talk to, let s sy in terms
of poaching, of which they would not
consiler it to be an isswe. beeause of the
tradition they grew up in

I the matier was broughi forward (o
theem, highlightng that there s o peed to
writert anid save turiles in ther netural

ahitat, they wounld defernd themselves
hasesl on the caulture that was hmken
by threm sl thist they were beoughn
i . The mase 1o help the smrironment
wuild be to change one's minal-set; this
wirald b oo of the biggpest ways o belp
tia prinkr engs pobe eacker s thete am peo-
Elr thut wren't easy talk tn They are hand

eacded wndd st on dodng things the way
they were dote in the past. Just & changy
i prripective would do the tick

Is youir oy teresting and edocs
tlessnal®

Yea, you do lewrn a lot from the minute

yomn siep look bvbo this job of conservs.
tion. In fut, the whole job s just about
leartiing, baming, lrarning. the jour-
iy coneists of mostly this. We alan are
Involved ks & kot ol educational swure-

nims ridaing wherelw we oomduet talls
and presentations fer visstor conaisting
ol i Jol ool wedvind ehuildsom amid yosuih. B
broadens they knowlelge aml swwre-
iens Sl olubdien viein the islaod sl
it s our job o educate them. 5o yeo, it
has the eduratinal sspevt

Are there illegal sativaiies ihal ron
(U R R TATEIRI R R R, Sy g1 1Y p

lllegal activities are all over in all ar-
wan of sy, s of cmerer we will come
meria 0 oonerrvalien  achiviles
Poaching ts the main illegal sctivity we
potre aeroas, s md the only one bat B
is one of the main ooes that all conserve-
bosn rommuniiies are (e wiih

Seabird and illegal fahing s another
we faee Ireguently for ecample in the
Sevehellea marioe park. It = an official
proteciod sres thel s nol swant o be
viichedl andd disturbssl. bt peaple snll
chiose not 1o listen and harm the ewvi-
rutiment, fish snal sther sea Life

In termis of belping asd giving sk
Lo the Fimironment s oppeesed 1o onls
protecting it, whet gets done?

Conservation i sctually all about giv-
ing back to the raviroament. | would say
plantisg ks onoe, sspecially where | work,
there ia o nursery foor plants and native)

plo

endemic species. There are sl pewild.
ing projects fior animal protection and
siathons lor glant wrtodees o protec
thaem, a8 well s hird speeies snd bats

There are also ndght shiftn thet go on
tivimenitia prifteetel snimals sl sosare
their safety 5s night time & soe of the
thinves shere posching s commmon

Whai wre » l.J:l:F.IJ-'r of ihdmga s
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There are night safarm in place where
groups of people we broaght out for
tours o get o betier underianding of
whut huppens and what the comerva-
tiondsts lomak ot Sor on thew shafts. There
are the banana bats in the Seychelles
that are critically endangered snd are
hie rarest bt in the world, snee they are
that rare and hard for evervday voyagers
o wpot them, there is o programme in
plisce for peeple 10 get 8 chance W spot
these animals on thesr natural feeding
gromnads, We ensure e disturhance for
the bats, wiils & bl detechor pat ot o dis-
tanew to nid soare them and for visitors
to bet ahde to listen to them

VWlial mader yom waml U Crsmaslim
(rom s ranger to s slfwer "

| would say it was half from the op-
portunity that was presented to me and
the other hall cume from the desire 1o
move furwand Fyen o my stodies and
job I've lhl.r_u had the dimve o do and




