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Although the global pandemic
cansed alot of uncertainties and led
to an wnexpected decline in tour-
ism revenues, IC8 remained focus
b its core strategic goals. Conser-
1 cowt and 108 has
its very best to raise
funds and mobilise essential ne
saurces to continue with its conser-
vation efforts across islands. It has
a team of dynamic, hard-working,
and highly competent staff who ne-
ceived all the support they required
o sustain the implementation of
conservation programmes far bio-
diversity monitoring, conservation,

islands even volunteered to assist
vur stall with simple tasks such
as cleaning beaches and remoy-
ing invasive alien species. Several
students from  Seychelles Mari-

time demy and international
Unive (Calleges were also of
great help while completing work-
bised attachment or internship on
the islands of Aride and Silhoueste,
It is worth mentioning that 1DC
staff, hotels and other businesses
wperating on the islands have also
provided their asisdance w [0S
persannel.

Canservation-oriented projects
IS hasa peerin track record of
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Educating school children on conservation work undertaken on islands

mare hands-on approach to tackle
some threats to life on land and be-
low water, such as the FAD Watch

as well as some of our competent
staff. Drones are used to aid in
oilmluLllnH seahird census but in

Project aimed at
removing fcsting Ashing devices
that can be hasmful to marine life
and coastal babitats around the
islands of Aride, Alphonse, Des-
roches, Farquhar, and Silhouwette.
Besides, due to the rsk of resur-
gence in puaching events on Aside
Island, the Anti-Poaching Project
was developed to counter the ille
gal harvesting of protected wild
an the island. For more inform
tiom on the projects, please visit

from ather s
Passive Integrated nsponder
(PIT) tags are safely implanted
inte Giant Treval ¢

recreational anglers araund Al-
phonse Island, these provide es-

and continues to receive contri-
butions from businesses locally.
Abhaye Valabbyi Pty Lid, Bodeo
Lid, Island Roofing Py Ltd, and
Penlac Company Limited are some
exatnples. of businesses that have
agreed to donate resources needed
Fik e predects on Arde Ldand.
Some of the projects include reno-
vation work on the Lodge to be
used as accommosdation for inter-

ested visitors, as well as refurbish-
ment of buildings. Moreoves, Aride
Island has been producing its own
electricity from a solar PV sys-
tem installed since 2013, funded
by Australian High Commission,
WHL Energy Ltd and GOS-UN-
DP-GEF ', there is a need to
upgrice the system and meet cur-
rent energy demand on the island,

Aride Liland Special Reserve -
e of our special jewels
I line with the guidelines from

Department of T:mrum. standard

sential i o

pattems, growth rates, and popu-
lation size. Besides, accelerometer
loggers are used to evaluate the
short-term  physiological  effects
of cateland-release fishing and
produce

operating 5 to prevent
and control the spread of CO-
VID-19 were developed, and the
Aride Island was ed COVID
Safe in November 2020, After
closure for some time, the island

hitp:/ fwwew il
sevehelles LDllllnlple:d.thlm|
Similar to past projects, scientific
publications for some of the ongo-
ing_projects have been produced
and for review or al-

ted
projects wnhm scope, time, and
budget. It currently has a portfolio
of thirteen projects funded by v
vus organisations and businesses.
The projects vary in scope and out-
comes but contribute new or

fe

ditional scientific data on various
cosyetems and vulnerable
species. Some projects require a

ready published.

Embracing tech

Most of the projects implement-
ed across the islands promote the
use of varous technalogies to cal-
lect and generte data. These are
procured based on technal ad-
viee received from some of our
local and international partners

tions i relation to the health aml
survival of rebeased fish. On Aride
tsland, mobile-hased applivation is
being piloted to collect geographic
data and analysing mapped infor-
mation. ICS is receplive o inno-
vation and will I.unlln.\m o mlclpl
the most

wis pened on 16 ber to
wvisitors, resuming its bong-awasted
ecatourism activities.

As a Special Reserve since 1975,
Aride Island hosts one of the most
important seabird populations in
the Indhian (cean with more breed-
in; species than any other islands
in Seych These include the

based on available Imramu and

expert advice.

Local businesses commit
projects on Aride Island

The organisation has benefited
from CSR donations in the past

a itter inta a Giant Trevally

Intercepting FAD before it causes serions damage to coastal habitat

wordd's |urgL:cl populations of Trop-
Shearwater and Lesser Noddy
and Seychelles largest population
of Roseate Tem. Its unspoiled
natural beauty and rich biodsver-
sity beave all breathless with a keen
interest to explone deeper into its
five habitats. The majority of visi-
tors during the last quartes of the
year 2020, has provided excellent
feedback on the conservation work
undertaken wildbife-rich
reserve, with one particular tour-
st from Dsrael jovfully stating that
“This is truly paradise! What you
have here is worth protecting.”

A remarkable mmprovement in
breeding success of some popular
seabinds was recorded in 2020,
however, there has been a decline

in the

in Shearwater burrows maost like-
I caused by dncrmised posdiing
events in 2020, IC8 has strength-
ened partnerships with the Sey-
chelles Coast Guard and the Minis-
try of Agricultare, Climate Change
and Environment to add ress illegal
exploitation of seabirds in the re-
serve, which is contributing to the
decline in the Shearvater popula-
Hon.

e ba cirvplaets flaced o -
taring and data collection, new da-
tabises for several species of hirds
were developed and the Monitor-
ing Protocols for the majerity of

Beach Clean-up

Island Conservation Society
Lessons learned, excellent achievements, and more to come from ICS

It is nist an easy task to get involved in the conservation and restoration of island ecosvstems as well as their sustainable development. 2020 has heen lvwﬁl]ed wn]| challenges but also a year of achievements, 1CS has remained resilient and agile, planning and taking strategic action to support its staff across the islands but above all ensuring that its conservation
d

and

fauna and flom found in the re-

serve were further improved, In

addition, Ande has sustained its
A 1 |

are maintained. |

ith are some highlights worth sharing to all.

Aride Special Reserve
wheo wish to pursue a carver incon-
servation.

arn more about Aride Idand

2020 and benefited from the cut-
comes of several research projects
lertaken by young gras

deisland. com

The other islands

Alph.

Idand - Following

P i ive pl b as the Wright's

ia alang the

platean of Silhouette

date, the Conservation team has
been monitoring vagrant and mi-
grant hmh .lm] revorded a total of

the constant habitat management
and maintenance of 53 bait sta-
tions, the Conservation team on
the island recorded an exceptional
inerease in Wedge-tailed Shearwa-
ter burrows, from 17 in 2007 to 71
in December 2020, Since 2007 to

reparted to the Se
cords Commuittee. Hitherto around
1 different species were identi-

Manitoring of specific fuuna such as the adult Giant Tortoises and their
younglings

Atoll

our fomists on Fargs
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like Al-

sugpests that auter isdands
phonse are important stop-over lo-
cations for migratory birds. Some
of them such as the Madagascar
Cuckoe wis seen for the first time

ecosystem, 4 vegetation restora-
tion workshop was facilitated by
the Conservation team to all island
‘hereafter, a total of 60 na-
tive trees were planted to restore o
designated area on the island.

Alphonse also provides the ideal
habitat for sea turtles to nest, com-
pared to the previous year [2018]
more turtles (of both species) were
tagged. All targets for the SevCCAT
Giant Trevally (GT) Project were
achieved with a total of more than
450 GTs tagged and closely moni-
tored. The first scientific paper on
recreational fishery was submitted
tor the Journal of Ocean & Coastal
Science and is currently under re-
view.

The ongoing Manta Ray Photo-
Identification Citizen Science Proj-
ect has recorded a fusther 5 reel’
manta rays around the Alphonse
Group, contributing to a total pop-
ion of 1 rays recorded to date.
v seientific papers were pub-
lished for this project.

Dexroches falund - Terrestrial
and Coastal life continues to thrive
in significant numbers namely
the Giant Tortoises and Wedged-
tailed Shearwaters. More vis
have shown interest in the Tor-
toize Sanctuary which hosts a large
number of Giant Tortoises by offer-
ing their assistance in the general

upkeep of the park.

Fargquhar Atoll - The ongoing
Red-footed Baohy Project funded
by SeyCCAT has reached most of
its targets for 2020 aimed at study-
ing the population of this seabird,
its habitat preferences, and move-
ments at sea using GPS devices
and drones. In December, a breed-
inyg census of the Red-footed Booby
was conducted by the Conserva-
tion team and over 7000 breed-
ing pairs were identified. Alike to
Alphonse, several first sightings
of migrant and vagrant binds were
reported such as the Senegal lap-
wings. Marine pollution
stant challenge for many outer
wlands such ax Farqubar. In col-
lahoration with The Ovean Project
and IDC, around 674 kg of litter
were collected akong specific shores
of the atoll. This helped to improve
the coastal and marine ecosystem
around the atall

a con-

Kilhouette Island - The Conser-
wvation team propagated around &
Wright's Gardenia seedlings (en-
demic to Seychelles and only found
growing in its natural state on
Aride) in one of the gardens of Sey-

Tuartle nest:

chelles Hilton Labriz Resort and
Spa. The ongoing project of main-
taining a nursery for native plants
has been quite successful with
over 250 native plants grown so

far. The monitoring programme of

the Sheath-tailed bat roosts at La
l.um- continues and a maximum

trips are being set near roosts so as
to protect this valoerable species
from predators such as rals and
cats.

Comparable to the other islands,
weekly beach clean-ups wers con-
ducted in 2020, Same of the solid
waste collected were recycled to
ereate different artwork and erafts,
These will be used to raise aware-
ness on plastic pellution among is-
Land inhahitants and Hilton Labriz
guests in the hotel’s gallery. One of
our young conservationists, Said
vhin participated in a short

Conducting underwater surveys

videa for the BEC StaryWorks Pro-

gram in partnership with the Sey-
chelbes Tourism Board. The Media
Program promotes stovies on viri-
s themes so as to inspire curious
minds across the globe, especially
during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Said had the opportunity to share
his experience of working for ICS
and his journey in developing a

deep interest and appreciation for
nature.

Upcoming events
= 1CS will celebrate its 20th An-

year after it was officially registered

in 2001 To mark its anniversary,
105 will organise a series of
thex From the Sth to 10th April.

= Zoom webinar initiated by SIF
to commemorate Protected Arnea
Dy e the 29th of Fanuary.

= Zoom webinars on some scien-
tific projects and 1o commemenate
theme days such as International
Migratory Bind Day and World
Habhitat Day.

- Inter-schocl public debate on

gL W

Tortoises on Desroches Island

P16

wiriows environmental themes to
commemarate  World  Environ-
ment Day.

» Ongoing implementation of the
Education for Sustainability pro-
gramme in schools on Praslin and

viher islands.

The magnitude of gratitude

108 extends its sincere gratitude
to all its partners locally and from
vther parts of the word, Pariner-
ships are essential in the work
undertaken acrass istands and the
organisation is grateful to all for
their generous donations, grants,
expertise, and resources provided
throughout the year 2020. ICS is
also grateful to the Government
of Seychelles for financial support
given so as bo maintain the organ-
isation's current workforce through
tough economic times cansed by
the COVID-19 pandemic. As a not-
for-profit  environmental NGO,
IC8 counts on the much-nesded
aid from anyome who is keen to
assist the organisation with its
conservation  prOgrammes across
the ishands of Aside, Alphonse
Desraches, Silhouette, and Farqu-
har, including future Conservation
Centres on ather outer islands.

1CS reiterates its commitment to
promote and protect the frgile -
lind ecnsystems that belong to ev-
ery Seychellois with the support of
prganisations and the wider com-
onnity.

Visit us on Facebook: ICS Sey-
chellen

T learn more about ICS visit
wwr. inlundeonservationsey-
chellen.com

Follow ux on Instagrom:
seychelles and tweet ws (@10
Seychelles

R

Interns (left) preparing for field work



