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Threats of FADs on our 
fragile marine ecosystems

Transporting FAD onboard the boat to shore

The widespread use of 
Fish Aggregating De-
vices (FADs) in tuna 
fisheries is still con-

sidered as an important global 
management concern.

Currently in Seychelles, tuna 
purse seiners or tuna fishing 
vessels are deploying these 
man-made floating objects in 
large numbers.

Over 2016 and 2017, an an-
nual mean of 10,800 FADs were 
deployed by the Spanish purse 
seiners (Zudaire, et al, 2018).

Equipped with echo-sounders 
and satellite buoys, the FADs 
are either anchored or unteth-
ered and free to drift on the 
ocean surface.

Purse seiners are able to track 
their own sets of FADs deployed 
and are able to collect data 
transmitted by the echo-sound-
ers.

This is considered to be high-
ly effective in choosing the right 
location to set seine nets.

While purse seine fleets 
benefit from improved catch 
rates and less operating costs, 
our fragile marine ecosystems 
is still adversely affected by 
the increasing presence of the 
non-biodegradable objects.

Most of the materials used to 
build the FADs, such as nets, 
ropes and fishing buoys are 
non-biodegradable and if aban-
doned or lost, their growth in 
the oceans contributes to ma-
rine pollution. If not intercept-
ed promptly, they are washed 

up ashore by the ocean currents 
and are known to damage coast-
al habitats.

Sensitive marine fauna, such 
as sharks and turtles, are also 
negatively impacted once caught 
in the nets and unable to escape.

Besides, the long-term sus-
tainability of certain vulnerable 
non-target species is jeopardized 
because once caught in seine 
nets they are not necessarily re-
leased back in the open sea.

In an effort to help address 
such issues, in 2016, the Island 
Conservation Society (ICS) 
became a partner of the FAD-
Watch Project initiated by the 
Spanish tuna purse seiner fish-
ing representatives (Opagac).

The project is a multi-sectoral 
initiative developed to prevent 
and mitigate the drifting FADs 
before they beach across several 
islands in Seychelles.

Coastal recovery is the current 
mitigation measure in response 
to alerts received from the FADs 
detection system.

Our staff on the islands are 
tasked to intercept and remove 
the FADs before they cross the 
EEZ of Seychelles and beach on 
the islands of Aride, Alphonse, 
Desroches, Farquhar and Sil-
houette. Instances when FADs 
are not intercepted on time they 
can cause considerable physical 
damage to coral reefs and sea-
grass meadows.

On February 23, 2020, ICS 
signed a memorandum of un-
derstanding (MoU) with SIO-

TI (Sustainable Indian Ocean 
Tuna Initiative) – an association 
comprising 42 purse seining 
vessels sailing under the flag of 
Seychelles, Mauritius, France, 
Spain and Italy.

The purpose of the MoU is 
to improve the FADs detection 
system so that alerts are sent di-
rectly to the ICS teams on the 
islands.

Our staff on the islands are 
now receiving alerts promptly 
hence better prepared to inter-
cept the FADs swiftly and effec-
tively before they cause serious 
damage to the coastal habitats.

The photos included in this 
article illustrate the devastating 
impacts of FADs on the thriving 
coral habitats and marine spe-
cies.

Some photos also show our 
staff carefully removing FADs 
before they are washed ashore.

Some viewers may find some 
images offensive and we do 
apologise for any inconvenience 
caused, but our intention is to 
raise awareness of the issue to 
the general public.

We recently shared a post on 
our Facebook page, ICS Sey-
chelles, and welcome the gen-
eral public to participate in the 
current discussion on the use of 
FADs in our EEZ.

A lot of global organisations 
are raising awareness on this 
global issue such as #WWF and 
#greenpeace and local organi-
sations such as SIF. ICS con-
tinues to do the same but also 

counts on the public to spread 
the message. Tell us what you 
think about the use of FADs and 
what can be done to address the 

negative impacts of this non-bio-
degradable device on our fragile 
marine ecosystems.
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The outgoing High Com-
missioner of Seychelles in 
Colombo Conrad Vincent 
Mederic called on Foreign 

Minister Dinesh Gunawardena at 
the Foreign Ministry on 08 January 
2021.

The Foreign Minister complement-
ed the High Commissioner Mederic 
for his outstanding and significant 
contributions towards enhancing Sri 
Lanka - Seychelles relations during 
his tenure including the Presidential 
visits in 2017 and 2018 as the first 
High Commissioner of Seychelles to 
Sri Lanka.

While acknowledging the staunch 
support extended by Seychelles to 
Sri Lanka in the realm of multilat-

Sri Lanka, Seychelles look forward 
to enhance collaboration in trade, 

agriculture, medical tourism
eral and international fora, Foreign 
Minister Gunawardena reaffirmed 
Sri Lanka’s commitment to enhance 
close collaboration in areas of trade, 
agriculture medical tourism, blue 
economy, hospitality, financial sector 
and information technology.

While offering New Year greetings 
to the people of Sri Lanka from the 
President and the Foreign Minister 
of Seychelles, High Commissioner 
Mederic underlined the importance 
of fruitful cooperation between Sri 
Lanka and Seychelles which has a 
huge potential to reach new heights 
in the post Covid world.

The High Commissioner also ap-
prised the opportunities open for 
Sri Lankan professionals and skilled 

workers in Seychelles in numerous 
fields such as in education, health, 
financial and tourism sectors.

The High Commissioner also com-
mended on the state of the art service 
rendered by hospitality and health in-
dustries of Sri Lanka by which several 
people of Seychelles benefit annually.

Foreign Minister Gunawardena as-
sured the envoy the early resumption 
of medical tourism for the Seychel-
lois people.

The Foreign Minister and the 
High Commissioner also exchanged 
views on regional and global issues of 
mutual interest including Covid-19 
pandemic, maritime security, human 
trafficking, drug smuggling and trans-
national crimes.

Despite the closure of the High 
Commission of Seychelles in Co-
lombo due to economic constraints 
posed by the Covid crisis, the High 
Commissioner handed over a letter to 
the Foreign Minister seeking permis-
sion to appoint an Honorary Consul 
for Sri Lanka.

As Indian Ocean nations, both par-
ties agreed to consolidate the existing 
relations embracing new areas of co-
operation in the years ahead.
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